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Frank
Daniels
started work on his
New Testament
translation in 1988 and completed it in
1995. As he was translating Revelation,
he became convinced that the Post-
Apocalyptic (or "full preterist") viewpoint
was the most accurate. After he
completed A Non-Ecclesiastical New
Testament, he made it available online
for free and began work on a series of
"notes": his New Testament
commentary. His best-known works are
outside of the realm of philosophy,
including The Collector's Guide to
Cookbooks and Beatles for Sale on
Parlophone Records, which he wrote
together with Bruce Spizer. Even so, his
paper on the Role of Woman in the
Church reached a lot of interested
parties. He has taught college courses
in Religion in American Life, the Judeo-
Christian Tradition, and Introduction to
the New Testament. His interests
include blueberry cheesecake, the
Beatles, and cats.

Feedback? Suggestions? They are
always appreciated. Feel free to contact
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Heavens and Earth ... Twice!
Frank Daniels October 10, 2014 Issue

In Revelation 21 and in 2 Peter 3, we read about an upcoming "new heaven and
earth" (or "new sky and land").  Futurists argue repeatedly that such a thing has
never happened before and clearly has not yet happened.  Therefore, they
conclude, this event must be in the future.  Doug Newell, a Baptist, argues this way,
"Surely we know that God has not wiped away all tears, and we know that there is
pain this very hour.  We can look out our window and know that New Jerusalem is
not here and that Christ does not dwell bodily with us now.  Do you live in the world
of Revelation 21:1-4?  I don't, not yet anyway.  I look about and see war, famine,
murders, destruction, poverty, pollution, crime, and all manner of sin." (from "The
Heresy of Consistent Preterism," by Doug Newell, Grace Bible Baptist Church
homepage)  If those sorts of things were supposed to happen literally rather than
figuratively, and if they were supposed to be worldwide, then they have not yet
occurred.  These futurists generally do not explain how there could be all sorts of
nasty people still living on the earth after the New Jerusalem comes down
from the sky (Rv 22:15), but perhaps they feel no need to explain.  After all, they
have no desire to read a Jewish apocalyptic like Revelation in any manner other
than physical and literal.  That segment of Revelation 21 quotes Isaiah, so let's look
there for answers.

Isaiah 65-66 
“‘For, look, I am creating a new heaven and a new earth, and the earlier things are
not remembered – nor do they ascend into the heart. 
“But rejoice and be glad forever that I am the creator, for, look, I am creating
rejoicing in Jerusalem, and gladness in her people. And I have 
rejoiced in Jerusalem, and have been joyful in my people. Not heard in her
anymore is the sound of weeping, or the sound of crying. 
“In it, there is no more a newborn baby or an elderly man who does not complete
his days, for the young man will die one hundred years old, and 
the hundred-year-old sinner is cursed. And they have built houses and lived in
them – and planted vineyards, and eaten their fruit. They do not 
build, and have another live. They do not plant, and have another eat. For as the
days of a tree are the days of my people, so also my chosen people 
will consume the work of their hands. They do not work for emptiness, nor do they
produce for trouble, for they and their offspring are the seed of the 
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blessed Yahweh.  And it has happened. They do not still call, and I answer. They
are still speaking, and I am listening. Wolf and lamb feed as one, and a lion eats
straw like an ox. As for the serpent, dust is its food. They do no injustice, nor do
they ruin, at all on my holy mountain,’ said Yahweh! 
Yahweh said this: ‘The sky is my throne, and the land is my footstool. What is this
house that you are building for me? And where is this, my place of rest? Hasn’t my
hand made all of these things? And all these things mine,’ says Yahweh. ‘And to
this one I look attentively: to the humble and quiet in spirit, and who trembles at my
message.’”

When was this passage written originally?  These chapters likely were written just
after the exile, c. 539 BCE.  Everything written down in these chapters concerns
those people who were living at the time.  The prophecy was written for those
people who were living at the time, and it was fulfilled back then -- in the Sixth
Century, BCE.  Let's look at it is some detail.

Upon returning to the land, the Israelites discovered people living in the land. Some
seemed to lack a concern about a return to temple life. At the beginning of chapter
65, we read about that state of affairs. When Israel returned to the land they were
strangers. He let himself be found by those who were not searching for him. He
opened his arms to an estranged people (65:2), who ignored his teachings (65:4).
Some people among them, however, were devout. Applying a saying about wine to
himself (v.8), God insisted on sparing Israel on account of the good people who
were there. 
The bad people would receive their own punishment (vv. 11-16), while the good
would be blessed (65:17ff.). In the new state of affairs (v. 17), the sins of the past
would be forgotten. Relatively speaking, there would be peace and prosperity (vv.
18-21). Unlike the time before the Exile, during which people constructed homes
that wound up being seized and lived-in by others, people would have enough
security after the Exile to build homes that they themselves would live in (vv. 22-
23). In this, then, evil has been defeated, and there is peace (vv. 24-25).

So, what about the New Heaven and Earth?

At the time when Isaiah 65-66 was written, Solomon’s temple was not fully
reconstructed and rededicated.  This did not happen until 516 BCE, but through his
prophet God points out that no physical temple was never necessary to begin
with (66:1-2); Yahweh's people may serve him without it. The book concludes with
the God affirming through the prophet that Yahweh’s enemies would be destroyed
and that the new state of affairs would include Israelites returning from all over the
region (66:18-19). This is precisely what happened.  It happened in the Sixth
Century BCE, just as the prophet claimed that it would, and it happened to those
people living in that region of the world at that time.  It is not in the future.

Why do New-Testament authors borrow from Isaiah?

Once you realize that the "new heaven and new earth" was an expression in Isaiah
that signified life without the Temple, this makes perfect sense.  The
authors of 2nd Peter and Revelation knew exactly what Isaiah was saying.  For
Isaiah, the Temple was down and never needed to be reconstructed.  The NT
authors knew that the Temple was about to be destroyed again.  Like the author of
Isaiah 66, they also knew that it never needed to be reconstructed.  Therefore,
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when they reapplied Isa 66 to their own time they expected the readers to look
backward in order to realize what was about to happen.  The near future --
without a temple -- was going to be just like what they knew had happened after the
Babylonians destroyed the Temple the first time.  This time, however, the whole
concept of a "place of worship" was going to be removed and replaced. 
 
In Acts7, Stephen quotes a different part of the exact same passage when he
talks about the destruction of the temple.  "[David] found favor before God and
asked to find a tent for the House of Jacob, and Solomon constructed a house for
him.  However, the Highest One does not dwell in handmade places, as the
prophet says, “'Heaven is my throne, and the land is my footstool. What house will
you construct for me?', says Yahweh." 
 
Like the others, Stephen realized that the passage in Isaiah was talking about the
Temple in Jerusalem no longer being a physical "place of worship."  God never
wanted a temple, and God does not live in such places.  Paul adds later in Acts,
"nor is he served by human hands (as though he lacked something)."  As he
paralleled Stephen's condemnation of the reliance of people on physical shrines in
order to serve God, he looked ahead to the coming judgment.  That judgment was
the removal of the Temple ... and Priestly Judaism along with it.  For the original
readers of Isaiah life without a temple or rituals was a new order of affairs:  "a new
heaven and earth."  In exactly the same way, the prophets in the New Testament
refer to life without the temple as a new heaven and earth.  Not only has this
happened already...it happened twice.

 
© Frank Daniels

5



9/25/22, 12:37 PM Preston-Earlybird-Oct.html

file:///I:/Fulfilled Media/PreteristVoiceMagazine/Preston-Earlybird-Oct.html 1/3

Connect With Us

Facebook
 facebook.com/groups/204032893052224 

Let Us Know How We're Doing.
Go to Preterist Voice at FB

About the
Contributor
Don K. Preston is a
prolific author, having
written multiple book titles which can be
found on Amazon.com and at the BP
Store. Some of Preston’s works have
been translated into six different
languages, and reprinted several times.
Don’s most popular book, Who is this
Babylon?, a study of Revelation, has
received international critical acclaim.
Don’s largest book to date, “We Shall
Meet Him In The Air: The Wedding of
the King of kings” (2010 ed.), is the very
first, and only, full length (450+ pages)
commentary on 1 Thessalonians 4 from
the preterist (fulfilled) perspective. Dr.
Preston’s writings have appeared in
almost every major religious periodical
of the Churches of Christ.

Feedback? Suggestions? They are
always appreciated. Feel free to contact
us: Preterist Voice Magazine at
info@fulfilledmedia.com

You Are Viewing
Don's 2014 Article.

Don't Miss Visiting

Preterist Voice Magazine - Don K. Preston - Paul, The World Mission And Revelation

Preterist Voice Magazine
Paul, The World Mission And
Revelation
by Don K. Preston July 4, 2014

Nothing was more important to Paul than the completion of his “stewardship”
(oikonomian, Colossians 1:25) to proclaim the gospel to the nations.

The apostle also believed that his ministry was distinctive. Hahn says Paul was
conscious that, “However much equality there may be, his apostolic office is
different from that of the people who were apostles before him.” (Ferdinand Hahn,
Mission in the New Testament, Great Britain, SCM Press, 1965)98). He served as a
royal “ambassador” of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20), and his apostolate was a special
“stewardship” from Jesus (1 Corinthians 9:17; Ephesians 3:2f). Just as the other
apostles were chosen by the Lord, he was as well. However, his
office was one to which he was chosen “out of season” (ektroma,
Strong’s #1626, a powerful word indicating abortion), indicating that
the time-frame for appointment had naturally come and gone.

Paul’s distinctive mission was to the Gentiles. As “the apostle to the Gentiles”
(Galatians 2:7f), it was his personal charge to present the Gentiles, as a body, to
God. In Romans 15:16f, the apostle uses very specific liturgical language to
describe his work.

“I have written the more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because
of the grace given to me by God, That I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”

Sanday says the language indicates that, “Paul is standing at the altar as priest of
the Gospel, and the offering which he makes is the Gentile church.” (William
Sanday, International Critical Commentary, Romans, (New York, Scribner,
1915)405).

Paul understood the prophetic schema that the salvation of Israel must be heralded
to the nations. The prophecy of Isaiah 11 said the offspring of Jesse would come
and establish justice. The ensign of the Messiah would be raised to proclaim
salvation for the nations, “For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).
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In a prediction that entails the New Jerusalem, Jehovah said, “How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of him who brings glad news, who proclaims peace, who
brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your
God reigns!’...The Lord has made bare His holy arm in the eyes of the nations, and
all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God” (Isaiah 52:7-10).

This verse is quoted by Paul in Romans 10. It is important to note that Paul’s
assertion that the gospel had been preached to the world is made in the context of
his discussion of Israel’s salvation. The gospel had been proclaimed to all of Israel.
He was not preaching Israel’s rejection of the kingdom, and alteration of God’s
kingdom message. He was preaching Isaiah 52– “Your God reigns!” This was the
message of fulfillment not failure!

Paul’s references to these Old Covenant predictions of world evangelism show that
his ministry was

not divorced from Israel’s promises, but rather, inextricably bound to them. As a
minister of world evangelism, Paul was fulfilling God’s promises to Israel.

Jesus said, “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world for a
witness to the nations, then comes the end” (Matthew 24:14). This prediction came
in response to the disciples’ question seeking a sign of the end of the age (Matthew
24:3). Thus, the completion of the World Mission was a sign of the end of the age.
See my book Into All The World,. Then Comes the End, for a fuller discussion of
the eschatological significance of the World Mission. The book is available from my
websites: www.eschatology.org, www.bibleprophecy.com.

When we compare the prediction of Jesus with the ministry of Paul and the
message of the Apocalypse, we find a  compelling parallel.

Jesus Paul Revelation

Prediction and command of world
mission (Matthew 24:14; 28:18f

Commissioned to fulfill the World
Mission (Colossians 1:24-26)

Vision of the fulfillment of the
World Mission (Revelation 14:6-
8)

Mission empowered by miraculous
gifts (Mark 13:11)

Ministry empowered by miraculous gifts
(Romans 15:19)

Mission empowered by
miraculous gifts (11:5-6)

Message of the demise of
Jerusalem (Matthew 24/ Luke 21)

Message of the demise of Jerusalem
(Galatians 4:22f; Hebrews 12:18f)

Message against
“Babylon”(14:8)

Jerusalem’s demise for persecuting
the faithful (Matthew 23:29f; 24:9f)

Jerusalem’s demise for persecuting the
seed of promise (Galatians 4:30-32)

Babylon’s demise for
persecuting the saints
(17:1f;18:20f)

Jerusalem killed the prophets,
apostles and Lord (Matthew 23-24)

Jerusalem killed the prophets, apostles
and Lord (1 Thessalonians 2:14-16)

Babylon killed the prophets,
apostles and Lord (16:6f; 18:20-
24; 11:8)

Jerusalem filling the measure of
her sin by the persecution
(Matthew 23:29f)

Jerusalem filling the measure of her sin
by the persecution (1 Thessalonians
2:14-16)

Babylon filling the measure of
her sin by the persecution (17:4-
6)

Judgment of Jerusalem imminent
(Matthew 24:34)

Judgment of Jerusalem imminent (1
Thessalonians 2:14f)

Judgment of Babylon imminent
(14:7-8; 22:10, 12, 20)

The correspondence between Jesus, Paul and the Apocalypse is remarkable. To
make John’s message different than that of Jesus and Paul would demand some
very powerful evidence indeed.

Paul’s commitment to completing the World Mission was not simply evangelistic
zeal. He knew the World Mission was a sign of the end! In his epistles, he
emphasized his personal and pivotal role in

world evangelism (Ephesians 3/ Colossians 1). He also spoke of the Jewish
resistance to his mission, and the impending judgment on them for their murderous
history (1 Thessalonians 2:14-16). He wrote of the fulfillment of the World Mission,
and the consequent imminence of the end of the age.
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Revelation 14 depicts the World Mission with the message  “Babylon is fallen!” In
Revelation 11, the two witnesses of the Lord  testify for forty-two months. When
their mission was fulfilled they were slain by the city that had also slain the Lord
(Revelation 11:8). Judgment then came on that bloody city Babylon.

There was but one World Mission. Paul was the pivotal player in the fulfillment of
that mission. As he was engaged in that task, “the Jerusalem that now is,” sought
his life and attempted to forbid him, “to speak to the Gentiles” (1 Thessalonians
2:14f). Jesus said the end would come when the Mission was completed. Paul said
the gospel had been preached into all the world, but that his personal and pivotal
stewardship would be finished when he stood before Nero (2 Timothy 4:17) Thus,
the end would come quickly after the completion of Paul’s personal ministry.

Clearly, Rome did not fall shortly after the completion of Paul’s mission. The
Catholic Church was not destroyed, for the simple reason it did not even exist. The
only cataclysmic end, that is in any way related to the promises of Israel and the
New Creation, that occurred shortly after the completion of Paul’s mission was the
fall of Jerusalem.

John’s vision of the completion of the World Mission, followed by the judgment on
Babylon, fits within the framework of the ministry of Paul. Paul’s ministry is
fundamental to the proper interpretation of John’s Apocalypse. Interestingly,
however, few commentators have explored this connection. See my book Who Is
This Babylon? for an in-depth discussion.

The end was to  follow the completion of Paul’s ministry. The end was to come after
the world proclamation of the Word in Revelation. Paul proclaimed the end of the
Old Covenant system through the completion of his ministry (Galatians 4:21f; 2
Corinthians 3-4). In Revelation, the completion of the world mission led to the fall of
Babylon.

Rather than postulating two different World Missions, with two different messages,
of two different persecuting cities, that were about to be cast out, we think it far
better to see that the World Mission in Revelation, and the eschatology associated
with it, are the same as in the Olivet Discourse and Paul. The message was that
the Old Covenant World of Israel was about to be removed, and the New Creation
of God was to stand triumphant. This means that Babylon was Old Covenant
Jerusalem.

Paul’s personal ministry thus becomes pivotal for our understanding of Revelation.

© Don K. Preston
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Within the Full Preterist framework (understanding that all things concerning the
establishment of the Kingdom of God are fulfilled), we praise God for what He has
accomplished for us through His grace. It is therefore necessary for us to not only
understand what God has accomplished but also to praise Him for it. This is indeed
worship in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:24).

Recently as I studied to prepare for a sermon detailing praising God, I learned that
praise can be interpreted as to throw oneself, a hymn or laudation, or to be made
clear pertaining to thanksgiving and atonement. I then began to read through the
various praises offered by men and women of God throughout the Scriptures.
Through understanding what it meant to praise God and how that
was done I realized the application of how 'Full Preterists', or better
said, Christians who understand the proper framework of Scripture,
should live in a mentality of praise. After that study, I preached a
sermon at The Blue Point Bible Church
(www.bluepointbiblechurch.org) detailing The Discipline of Praise. You can listen to
that sermon by visiting the Blue Point Bible Church Podcast at
www.buzzsprout.com/11630

Ancient Israel's religious consciousness demanded that praise must follow
'answered prayer' just as prayer springs from need. It should be natural to respond
to the work of the Lord through praise. In modern Christian culture the fulfillment of
God's kingdom among us is depreciated because of focus on physical/ carnal
blessings instead of all the Spiritual blessings we have in Christ. The vow of praise
was to represent Israel's faith in their God. In the book of James we are given this
insight:

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he
must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is
like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. For that man
ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,
being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways (James 1:5-8).
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So as a young man who sees a bright future for Christianity in the West due to the
current reforms currently occurring (i.e., Covenant Creation, Full Preterism, focus
on narrative theology, etc), I offer up my prayers in faith as a vow of praise.

Please allow me to explain.

First off, it should not come as a shock to anyone who has entertained
conversation about theology, the Bible, or anything pertaining to God and faith, that
we are living in a time of postmodern relativism. Postmodern relativism is the view
that all views acceptable (even though many times they starkly contradict one
another) and that all ways lead to God (a direct violation of Jesus' words in John
14:5-6).

God desires worshipers in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:23-24), therefore the common
falsehoods that plague Western Christianity are nothing short of an abomination to
the Lord. Last week, I attended one of the largest Christian music festivals in the
Northeast called Creationfest. I of course enjoyed the variety of artists and
speakers ranging from Newsboys, Andy Mineo, and Jefferson Bethke. However
among the 100,000 attendees the Biblical literacy , the Christian attitude, and an
effort to focus on the things of God seemed almost absent. I left the festival feeling
as though a large portion of those who refer to themselves as Christians could
really care less about fostering a Biblical worldview.

Yet I keep the faith. The loss of direction as evident in and through God's people
whom many times in the past follow after the things and traditions of man rather
than the things and truth of God is not new to this generation. As in times past, the
diligent efforts of men and women of God who push for reformation can be seen on
the horizon. Due to the inquiring nature of our post-emergent society, seeking to

prove all things (1 Thessalonians 5:21) is bearing fruit. Many are beginning to
reconsider the truths found in Scripture and of what Jesus taught, however it is up
to responsible Christians to walk worthy in our expression or witness of the gospel.
We do this by destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of
Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5-6).

The Power of Preterism Network is dedicated to furthering this reformation. I
personally have publicly and personally in prayer, dedicated myself as a front-line
missionary to see this work through. I want to encourage Christians to stand strong
upon the foundation of Jesus' teachings and the diligent study of Scripture
(Matthew 7:24-29; 2 Timothy 2:14-15; 2 Timothy 3:14-17). Not only must be
develop a zeal empowered by knowledge but we must also build one another up-
which is what makes this a network. I truly believe that the Church working together
along with the powerful truths being revealed through the preterist framework  will
surely lead the church into a reformation on par with the Prostestant Reformation.

Let us continue to walk worthy, lifting our prayers up to God as we desire to see
Him and Him alone glorified, and remember it is by His grace and for His glory that
we have the opportunity to see these things happening in our time. Maybe you are
even playing a role.

So yes, this article has sought to encourage you to continue working and lifting up
prayers and praises in light of all that God is accomplishing in and through the
Church. Let this be our vow of praise. Also, I have given you some information
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about The Power of Preterism Network (www.ChristHasCome.org) and would love
to tell you more and God-willing, work with you.

As Christians accept preterism in the future they will be in a
position to show the liberal, atheist, Muslim, and other unbelievers
that what Jesus predicted did come true exactly when and how He
promised. Preterism turns the most common argument against
Christianity into a powerful evidence for the truth of Christianity.
Which will be more effective in the long run? A Christianity that
boldly proclaims its own self-refutation or a Christianity that
provides an intellectually satisfying view of all things from Genesis
to Revelation? Only a faith that makes sense can convert the world
to Jesus Christ.

 Let us continue to make known the manifold wisdom of God as we are called to
do according to Ephesians , and do so in faith. The distinction between our 'vow or
praise' and the normally idealistic thinking is that we know our God and maintain
faith in Him as He accomplishes His will and purposes.

Be encouraged my brethren.

In and through Jesus Christ, 
Pastor Michael Miano  
Blue Point Bible Church 
(www.bluepointbiblechurch.org)

© Michael Miano
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Preterism - What Is It?
In short, a preterist is the generally accepted term for those who believe that all biblical prophecy events have been completed, and were accomplished in
the past - the first century to be exact. The event usually associated with the fulfillment of Bible prophecy is the Roman-Jewish War of A.D.66-73, especially

during the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD. 
The term "Preterist" is taken from the Hebrew language's "Preterite" tense, which is the "past perfect" sense, in terms of once for all completion or

accomplishment. When applied to Bible Prophecy, the term has reference to events being fulfilled (completed, accomplished) in the past. 
The term "preterist" can be found in the Unabridged versions of Webster's Dictionary. In the 1913 edition, the definition of "preterist" is: "2. (Theol.) One
who believes the prophecies of the Apocalypse to have been already fulfilled. Farrar." Dictionaries are by definition authoritative compilations of word

meanings, and the inclusion of a word is significant. The fact that the word "preterist" can be found as far back as 1913 shows conclusively that it has had
the meaning we've been associating it with for many years! 

Any modern dictionary will define "preter" as a prefix, meaning "past, beyond." This word is from the prefix "pre" which means "before in time, before in
place, before in rank." And the terms "ist" or "ism" are simply suffixes, which can refer to doctrines. Therefore, "preterism" or "preterist" is simply a prefix

and a suffix put together! 
Just for the record, only those who believe that the Scriptures teach that all the events related to Christ's Parousia (i.e. "Second Advent," the resurrection

and judgment, etc.) are past deserve the name "Preterist." All others are simply futurists of a sort.
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Connect With Us

Facebook
 facebook.com/groups/204032893052224 

Let Us Know How We're Doing.
Go to Preterist Voice at FB

Be A Yearly
Partner
Could You Help
For 1 Year? 
My aim is to always
keep my expenses low in all the
Fulfilled Media websites. But when on
the internet it is impossible to escape
the costs associated with having an
online presence. From time to time a
donation comes in and that is exciting
and beneficial. I am not doing this for
the money but some people really do
like to help out with expenses. If you
are one of those, I accept Paypal
payments or by mail.
My Paypal account is ptcfe@live.com
Or to: Allyn Morton 
1201 N. Jefferson St. 
Lexington, NE 68850
Thank you so much!!

Don't Miss Visiting
PreteristArchives.org

FulfilledMedia.com

PreteristVoice.org

NewCovenantNetwork.net

Preterist Voice Magazine
Exciting Eschatology
Preterist Voice March, 2023 Issue
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