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Can Kingdom People Take Advantage
of Current Events?
by Jerry Bowers June 18, 2014

While Fulfilled Eschatology centers on 1st century events, this is where the
Preterism (Past Fulfillment) ends, and what was to remain, continue or occur since;
and how this all plays out in our modern world, day and age, must likewise be
brought to light.

Politics; whether local, national, or international, must be addressed in light of
Fulfillment. Whether it is through domestic; or even foreign, affairs, our Politicians
and other governmental leaders are often largely comprised of people of faith. As
such, all things biblical; including Eschatological, are of concern and consideration
in much of their daily legislative actions.

The Nation, State and People of Israel; as well as those throughout the greater
Middle East, are part and parcel, of great concern in matters of foreign affairs and
foreign policy, but this is by no means, exclusive to foreign matters.

Not a decade has passed since the 1st century, where these peoples and lands
have not been of utmost concern, to not only themselves and their daily lives, but to
the eyes, ears and hearts of much of the peoples of the world outside this region.

Jerusalem and this land many refer to as Israel; in many ways, is the center of the
Theological world, in Judaism, Islam and Christianity. As long as mankind is
wrongly and overly-necessarily focused on the religious significance and believed
Eschatological importance of this area and her peoples, much of the rest of the
world suffers.

Whether we look to Judaism's Gog and Magog, Christianity's Armageddon, or
Islam's Great Battle, much of the world's Faithful; while looking to the peace that
follows, anticipate an imminent and monumental war that will be like nothing
mankind has ever experienced on planet earth.

Again, as I do recognize that people in all three of these faiths do look forward to
what follows, this idea of some great apocalypse, leaves many within these faiths
with the feeling of utter hopelessness for mankind and the planet in their present
condition; and eventual destiny with this anticipated disaster.
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by Jerry Bowers June 18, 2014

As I can not profess to speak for other countries, my immediate attention and focus
is on my own country of the United States. I look to the exorbitant efforts,
expenditures, attention and policies concerning greater Palestine, her surrounding
neighbors and the continual state of war that predates Abram, who changed names
to Abraham, packing up his household in Ur or Chaldea (A Modern Southern Iraq
area) when he received a call from God to "Go west young man" to view the
"Promised Land" that some call Palestine, while others call it Israel, that is now the
concern of much of the world.

In just the 20th and 21st centuries, tens of trillions of dollars have been spent,
bombing and rebuilding the greater Middle East and the 8,000+ square miles of
Israel; roughly 2 trillion on the 2003-2011 war with Iraq, more than that in the now
13 year war in Afghanistan and a staggering 70 billion given to Israel; which the
D.C. spin Doctors have said was only 70 million, through the US - Israel Enhanced
Security Cooperation Act of 2012, with one stroke of Barack Obama's pen.

With every/any militant and/or military action somewhere in the Middle East, an
untold number of doomsday prophetic preachers, pundits and prognosticators cry
out "This is it, it's the beginning of the end" and are off to beat the war drums once
again.

Imagine the diseases eradicated, hunger prevented, technologies invented,
schools built or improvements in infrastructure or medicine; and the millions of lives
spared, if these monies had been invested in peace, prosperity and goodwill, rather
than the perpetual war machine that is the current state of affairs within so many
country's foreign policies and government mandates.

Our elected/selected/appointed/awarded leaders should be a centrally focused
effort for those of us who believe in Fulfilled Eschatology; I'm not naïve enough to
believe that every bomb, bullet, missile or war plane would stop flying because of
Fulfillment, but with each one of those elected/selected/appointed/awarded leaders,
who were shown and convinced of the truth of fulfillment, there would be that much
less bombs, bullets, missiles and war planes being funded or flown.

Pick up your telephones, write an email, letter or postcard, buy a book, tape or
video on fulfillment and send them off to our elected/selected/appointed/awarded
leaders; go and visit your local/state representatives and don't let your efforts stop
there; repeat those same efforts over and over again, until mankind can reach the
day when there are no more bombs, bullets, missiles and war planes being funded
or flown, in the name of Eschatology.

Look at your own lives, look at those you know and love; look at how much their
own lives have changed for the better since seeing/adopting the fulfilled view; now
imagine that being duplicated and/or replicated on a global scale. Just think of
reaching the point where only the simple 51% majority in each of these three faiths
no longer believes that mankind and this planet are on an irreversible destiny with
destruction, simply because the majority of the "faithful" have been taught by
previous generations that this is the plan, design and/or will of God.

© Jerry Bowers
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Another Look At The Parable Of The
Rich Man And Lazarus
by Simeon Edigbe August, 2014

~~19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and
fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So
it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom.
The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 “Then
he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this
flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received
your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and
you are tormented.26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf
fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from
there pass to us.’ 27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would
send him to my father’s house, 
 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this
place of torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let
them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’” 
- Luke 16:19-30

 I have heard the parable taught for so many times by road-side and bus
evangelists. My major concern was the fact that wealthy people were being seen
as closer to hell than the poor men. I remember a time in our nation when it was
being taught if you were a born again Christian, you would have to get rid of your
material possessions. We saw people destroying their TV set and all sorts of
gadgets.

 It seemed that the poorer you were the holier you really were. Many Christians had
a critical attitude towards anyone who was successful. They just believed that their
prosperity must have been through rituals or compromise. But over time the church
in Nigeria is learning better and is unlearning wrong doctrines. Many of them
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pointed their reference to this particular parable. But one thing we failed to do then
was to understand scriptures in context.

 First of all, we have to understand that Jesus started using parables to talk to the
religious leaders who were resisting him, tempting him and was making every effort
to refute Him as the expected Messiah. That rejection was going to come as a cost.
All they were concerned about was how they could shut Jesus up. On one of such
occasions Jesus then told them this story.

 To begin we must know the characters. We start from the rich man. Who is he? He
said “rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously
every day” 
In Exodus 28:2,5 we see a perfect description of that person. 
 2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for
beauty. 3 So you shall speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I have filled with
the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron’s garments, to consecrate him, that
he may minister to Me as priest. 5 “They shall take the gold, blue, purple, and
scarlet thread, and the fine linen, 6 and they shall make the ephod of gold, blue,
purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, artistically worked.

 Jesus was literally describing the High Priest was dressed in purple and was well
fed because of the continuous sacrifice that was being offered at the temple daily.
His wealth was based on the sinfulness of the people who needed redemption.
Interestingly the High Priest back then was Caiaphas and he fits the bill.

 The rich man told Abraham “I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to
my father’s house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they
also come to this place of torment.’

Caiaphas was the son in law of Annas (also called Ananus) the son of Seth. Annas
was deposed, but had five sons who served as high priest after him. Jesus was
speaking about the High Priest and how the religious leaders were insensitive to
the people.

 In Matthew 23:13 he said “13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in
yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.

 So was Lazarus? It is also striking to note that this is the first time that Jesus
names a character in His parable. It is not just to complete the story. Lazarus is the
Greek pronunciation of Eliezer. We find in Genesis that Eleazar was the servant of
Abraham before Isaac was conceived. In Genesis 15, Abram seeing he had no son
said; "Lord God, what wilt Thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of
my house is this Eliezer of Damascus?"

 He was concerned that Eliezer would inherit his possessions but God gave him
Isaac. Now the sons of Isaac, the Jews were about to loose their place to the
outcasts and servants. Who are the outcasts? The gentiles, they are the ones
considered as Dogs who would eat the crumbs that fall off the table.

 What was Jesus saying?

 He was telling them that they had lost their place and that the kingdom was being
taken from them and given to the gentiles. He was saying that were already in
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by Simeon Edigbe August 8, 2014

flames. In Matthew 24 he gave his disciples the full prophetic description of how the
city and temple would be burnt down and that ended the Levitical priesthood.

 The most interesting thing about this story is that this rich man asked Abraham to
send Lazarus back to life to warn his brothers. Abraham replied that they still
wouldn’t believe even he was raised from death. Do you think that it’s a
coincidence that some days later Jesus raised a man called Lazarus from the
dead. This further infuriates the Jewish leaders the more because they could not
handle the implication.

 45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what
Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told
them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a
meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many
signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the
Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.” 
49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up,
“You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man
die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” 
51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for
the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53 So
from that day on they plotted to take his life. 
 54 Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea.
Instead he withdrew to a region near the wilderness, to a village called Ephraim,
where he stayed with his disciples.
 - - John 11:45-54

 We also see in John 12: 
 1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor.
Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 
 9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not
only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.
10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him
many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him.

 They wanted to stop the people from believing in Jesus and so they also plotted to
kill his exhibit Lazaus as well. It was not long from there that Jesus was crucified
and they declared before Pontious Pilate “Let his blood be upon our heads and our
children”. In 70AD, forty years later, the city of Jerusalem and entire magnificent
temple was burnt together with all the records for the priesthood to function.

 The parable is not heaven and hell for the man who is successful financially. It’s
about the death of an old system of religion that denied you access to God’s
blessing. Now Jesus is our faithful High Priest who forever lives to make
intercession for us. His ministry for us is an endless ministry and he is one who can
be touched with the feelings of our infirmities. 

© Simeon Edigbe
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Does the Study of Eschatology Really
Matter?
by Terry Cropper June 28, 2014

Have you ever heard someone say that studying eschatology is a waste of time?
"It doesn't affect one's Christian life one way or another, so why bother with it?" 
Well, it does matter.

 

Have you ever wondered why futurist and those who believe in fulfilled eschatology
can read the same passage of scripture and come up with two totally different
interpretations? These people love God and read the same Bible and yet see
things so differently? Is it because one spends a lot more time in the Bible than the
other? The answer to that question is no.

 

Our understanding of Scripture is developed through concepts and traditions we
have all been taught. We see life and interpret the Bible through these concepts.
Most people don't question the concepts they have been taught. They just assume
Pastor Jones went to a big Christian University and he has all the answers. 

 

We all interpret the Bible through a (seed) or (concept) that has been planted there
by another person and so does pastor Jones.   We all have interpreted the Bible
through these (concepts) and (traditions) which have been developed by others
whether the information is true of false.

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is a good example.  Look at what happen when people
conditioned by tradition in the example of the response to Jesus ministry.   Jesus
performed miracles and signs. He healed the sick, raised the dead, quelled storms
of nature, fed the multitudes and exercised absolute authority over the spirit world--
yet He wasn't accepted as Israel's Messiah.  One might think that with those
credentials, He would be automatically proclaimed Messiah.    We are told,
however, that "He came to His own [people], and His own did not receive Him"
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(John 1:11)   The great works Jesus did that brought about His popularity in Israel
were not enough to overcome their traditions. 

 

The Jews of Jesus’ time were longing for a Messiah, but for many, Jesus didn’t
meet their expectations of what the Messiah would be like and so After a 3 1/ 2-
year ministry, he had relatively few followers.  What they were looking for, was
according to how they read their Scriptures?    The people of Israel desired the
appearance of "the Son of David," and were hoping for the prophesied One to be a
warrior more like David who would finally break the yoke of oppression over
Roman, and establish an eternal kingdom with Israel as the preeminent nation in
the world.

 

Two of the disciples, James and John, even asked to sit at Jesus’ right and left in
His kingdom when He came into His glory. The people of Jerusalem thought He
would deliver them.  This passage is familiar to us from the scene in Jesus’ life
when he entered Jerusalem on a donkey.  This had been prophecied.  The
fulfillment of this prophecy showed that he was not coming to wage war like so
many believed.

 

On that day, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the back of a borrowed donkey’s colt,
one that had never been ridden before. The disciples spread their cloaks on the
donkey for Jesus to sit on, and the multitudes came out to welcome Him, laying
before Him their cloaks and the branches of palm trees. The people hailed and
praised Him as the “King who comes in the name of the Lord”

 

 Jesus’ purpose in riding into Jerusalem was to make public His claim to be their
Messiah and King of Israel in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. Matthew tells
us that the King coming on the foal of a donkey was an exact fulfillment of
Zechariah 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Jesus rides into His capital city as a
conquering King and is hailed by the people as such, in the manner of the day. The
streets of Jerusalem, the royal city, are open to Him, and like a king.

 
 

The spreading of cloaks was an act of homage to royalty (see 2 Kings 9:13). Jesus
was openly declaring to the people that He was their King and the Messiah they
had been waiting for.  They welcomed Him out of their desire for a deliverer,
someone who would lead them in a revolt against Rome.   They firmly believed that
the Messiah would be a strong and glorious earthly king who would deliver them
from their Roman oppressors and form once again a great and independent Jewish
kingdom.  Unfortunately, the praise the people lavished on Jesus stopped when he
failed, in their eyes, to do what they expected their Messiah to do—destroy all their
enemies and establish an eternal kingdom with Israel as the preeminent nation in
the world.
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King Herod, who ruled Judea under the Romans, clearly understood that the
Messiah the Jews expected was to be another king and thus a rival to himself. He
then asked the chief priests and scribes "where the Christ was to be born" so he
could eliminate the threat to his power (Matthew 2:3-16). 

 

The Old Testament Scriptures do contain a multitude of prophecies about this
Messiah who will come as ruling, triumphant King and set up his kingdom,
however, they developed a tradition the Son of David would be an earthly king.

 

There are also two words called (Paradigm Shift).  For those who do not know what
a “paradigm shift” is, it is a change in the way you approach a given situation or the
assumptions you may have had. Basically, a change of thought. A change from one
way of thinking to another. It's a revolution, a transformation. At one time the nation
Israel held the (concept) that the Messiah was going to over overthrow the yoke of
Roman by military force, and restore their (physical earthly kingdom) there were
other mare fair-minded Jews among the nation of Israel and over time, they made a
(Paradigm Shift) in there (thinking) and began to see from scripture that Jesus is
truly the King of kings and reigns over a “spiritual King.”  

 

They searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. Acts
17:10-11 (NKJV) Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night
to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These
were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so.

 

Probably 90% of the Jews did not believe Jesus was the Messiah and Israel’s king
yet these Jews sought information and clarification from scripture. This minority
studied and analyzed all the details in holy writ to came to the conclusion they did.
The Bereans, who Paul tells us about in Acts 17, were among this small
percentage of people. They "were more fair-minded" in that they: (1) "received the
word with all readiness," (2) "searched the Scriptures daily," (3) apparently had the
true spirit of open-mindedness for the word of God (4) in the spirit of truth sought to
understand "whether these things were so" which Paul had spoken.

 
The Bereans cry for information was "Sola Scriptura" alone and they were not
afraid to go against the concept and traditions that had been planted in them by
other people. The Berean's cry for information was the Scriptures alone! Any
concept and tradition that contradicts scripture must be set aside and the
Scriptures given their rightful place as authoritative.

I have made such a paradigm shift in my life. I no longer live in the hope of that
God will fulfill His promises in our future. I live in the full assurance that God has
fulfilled all His promises in the past and on time.
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Proverbs 13:12 “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, But when the desire comes, it
is a tree of life.”

© Terry Cropper
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The controversy of unity versus division, of continuity versus discontinuity of the
subject matter in Matthew chapter 24 continues. Evidence of this is readily
apparent in the April issue of the Spiritual Sword, edited by Alan E. Highers. In his
article entitled An Examination of Matthew 24, Highers makes the classic
traditionalist’s attempt to divide the chapter. He reasons that the signs refer
exclusively to the fall of Jerusalem in A.D.70. Verse 34 separates the A.D.70 event
from what he argues is the future return of Christ. Again, the classic traditionalist
arguments are presented; that no man knows the day or the hour, that no signs are
given for the coming of Christ, and that it would be as in the days of Noah. This
writer believes that the support for the division of Matthew in such arguments is at
best weak and superficial. A more careful examination of these arguments will
prove the division of Matthew to be a fallacy. The aim of this writing is to clearly
refute the arguments enumerated above. Further, what is written is not to single out
any one person. The arguments treated herein are representative of the position of
a large class of Bible students. It is to this end that this writing is directed..

First, there are several unnoticed or unmentioned facts regarding the account of
Noah. Jesus unquestionably says that his coming would be the same as in the
days of Noah. Inspired history tells us plainly that Noah knew he and his family
would live to see the flood. “But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall
go into the ark–you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you” (Genesis
6:18). Further instructions regarding the animals and provisions confirm this (v.19f).
This is equivalent to saying, before some standing with Noah tasted death, they
would see God’s judgment of flood waters coming with great power. Noah could
readily reason that he would live to see it; that it would be in his lifetime. He was
given a general time, but of that day and hour no man knew but God.

Secondly, the flood occurred during Noah’s generation. “Then the Lord said to
Noah, `Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that
you are righteous before Me in this generation'” (7:1). This is equivalent to saying
“this generation” (of Noah’s day) would not pass until all those things (the flood) be
fulfilled.
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Third, after the ark was completed, God gave Noah additional revelation
concerning the time of the flood. This latter revelation was much more explicit and
precise than the general time revealed prior to the construction and completion of
the ark. Observe carefully, that what Noah and his family did not know before, was
afterwards revealed to them. “For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on
the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all
living things that I have made” (7:4).

The attentive reader will note that God reveals that the flood is now “at hand,” “is
near,” “the night was far spent,” “the time was short,” “those things were shortly to
come to pass,” “there would be no more delay,” and the flood was “coming quickly,”
(in seven days). As a matter of fact, anyone could have asked Noah on that day,
“When will the flood occur?” and Noah could have responded with total accuracy
and conviction, “within seven more days”!

Now if brother Noah had believed in the “elasticity of time prophecy” like some of
our brethren he would have answered, “Why seven days is with the Lord as seven
thousand years”! With such an answer the flood would even today be yet future. It
really makes you wonder doesn’t it?

Returning to our point, it is clear that God revealed a precise day that the flood
would occur, not initially, but later as the time drew near. Some brethren use the
parable of Noah to teach that no day was known. Such a statement is manifestly
false. It only refers to the earlier or primitive stages of Noah’s prophecy, not to the
latter stage. What God did not reveal in the immediate present, he revealed later.
“And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the
earth. In the six hundred year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth
day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up,
and the windows of heaven were opened” (7:10,11).

Down the drain goes the once hated now loved “day for a thousand years”
premillennial argument. God’s word is not a rubber factory designed for
manufacturing “elastic” time statement. God reserved the right to reveal the exact
day to Noah in his own time. Will these dividers of Matthew 24 be consistent in their
application of the “days of Noah”? If so, they must abandon the argument that no
day was known. The point that Jesus makes concerning Noah is that the wicked
did not know until the flood came and took them away.

That Day and Hour
What was true of Noah’s day was also true regarding the coming of Christ in
A.D.70 at the fall of Jerusalem. Again the careful reader will observe that “knows” is
present tense. “But of that day and hour no one knows, no not even the angels of
heaven, but My Father only” (Matthew 24:36). Mark adds, “nor the Son” (13:32).
This is the primitive or earlier stage of the prophecy. It corresponds to the general
information given to Noah. If one presses the point that the coming of the Son of
Man will be as the days of Noah, then one has every right to look for and expect
later revelation regarding a more precise time than was given earlier. If not, then
the parousia certainly won’t be as the days of Noah.

Is it possible that God later revealed a more precise time for the parousia than “this
generation” and “before some died” in the first century? Think about this for a
moment. Mark’s account says Jesus did not know the precise time and that only
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God knew. How then can Jesus return without at some time future to his prophecy
receiving additional revelation? And, since man and the angels did not know, only
God could make known the precise time. Now the one-million dollar question is,
“Did God give additional precise revelation regarding his parousia?” Not only did
God give additional revelation to the Lord, but he also told angels and man (his
servants), just as in the days of Noah. What does revelation mean? What is the
meaning of apokalupsis? What does the first verse of the “last” book say? “The
Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants things which
must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant
John” (Revelation 1:1).

Here we see that God gave to Christ additional revelation. Christ gave this
revelation to the angel who then gave it to John for the express purpose of showing
it to His servants. Now what is the subject discussed in that revelation? It is about
the things whose time was at hand, and shortly to take place. It is the coming of
Christ in clouds (v.7), the end of the delay (10:7), the time that the dead should be
judged (11:18; 20:12), the coming of the new heaven and earth (21:1,2). The angel
informs John that these things must shortly take place for the time was at hand
(22:6,10). Jesus said, “Behold, I am coming quickly!…And behold, I am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give every one according to his work…Surely
I am coming quickly” (Revelation 22:7,12,20). Jesus sounded pretty sure of himself
regarding the time. He knew surely that he was coming quickly and that the time
was at hand. Now that is just as it was in the days of Noah, general revelation
initially, but precise information near the end! As can be observed, the New
Testament gives many signs and time statements most of which occur during the
final twelve years leading up to A.D.70, depicting the soon approaching parousia
(Philippians 4:5; Hebrews 10:25,37; James 5:7-9; 1 Peter 1:5; 4:5,7,17; 1 John
2:18; Revelation 1:1-3). Therefore, Jesus knew along with John, the angel and the
seven churches, namely, God’s servants. The wicked did not know. They were
walking around scoffing and saying, “Where is the promise of his coming?” (2 Peter
3:4). God only revealed it (the time) to his servants just as in the days of Noah.

Noah Had Signs!
God gave Noah signs of the coming flood, both general and specific. The general
signs were in his lifetime, and his generation. Noah did not have to be a rocket
scientist to know that the flood would occur before he died. And don’t forget that big
boat. Why surely some one had to suspect something was going to happen. The
ark would not qualify for a recreational speed boat. If a man were smart he would
certainly be looking for some water about the time the ark was completed.

Another sign was given when the animals were being loaded. When the ticket
agent asks every one to board the airplane that is a sure sign that the plane will be
taking off soon. I suspect that the same is true of boarding a boat! In addition,
judging from the size of the ark and the weight and size of some of the animals it
stands to reason that the door/loading ramp was huge and heavy. If I were standing
on the ground watching that huge door close of its own accord the possibility of a
flood would certainly be more credible. If Noah had any doubts previously the
“slamming and jamming” of that door should have removed them all. God shut that
door without a hydraulic system. “So those that entered, male and female of all
flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in” (Genesis
7:16).
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“Seven more days” (7:4), was a sign for Noah to know precisely when the flood
would occur. That was a countdown more memorable and more remarkable than
any space shuttle mission would ever dream to be. Just as the countdown for the
space shuttle is a sign that it is about to be launched, the countdown of seven days
was a sign that God gave Noah that the ark was about to be launched.

Therefore, we repeat, God gave Noah signs. If the coming of the Son of Man is as
the days of Noah, then we have positive proof that God gave signs of the coming of
Christ. If not, it cannot be as the days of Noah!

No Universal Annihilation
The flood was not an annihilation of the universe. Human life on the planet did not
end. The material universe continued in existence. Noah’s ark was not a space
shuttle zooming through space. Peter expressly says that God brought the flood to
destroy the ungodly people. “And did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah,
one of eight people, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly” (2 Peter 2:5).
The material universe was the agent rather then the object of destruction. If the
coming of the Son of Man is as the days of Noah, then we have no justification for
reasoning that human life and the planet must be destroyed. The destruction of the
“world” of ungodly Jews more aptly fits Jesus’ application. If the planet is
annihilated it surely won’t be a coming likened to the days of Noah.

Splitting The Ark
Finally, to show the manifest fallacy of dividing Matthew 24, the very attempt splits
Noah’s boat right down the middle. Highers argues that the events of Matthew
24:4-34 refer to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D.70. He then argues that the
account of Noah (vv.37-39) refers to the second coming of Christ, placing it yet
future because it falls in the section of Matthew below the “dividing line.” (This
dividing line is imaginary; it is not in the text). The proof of this is clearly seen when
comparing Matthew 24 with Luke 17. To further clarify this point, Highers argues
that the fleeing from the city, housetop, etc., (see Matthew 24:15-18) would have no
reference to a barbecued globe or planet-ending event and therefore can only refer
to Jerusalem’s fall in A.D.70. Jesus, however, places the fleeing event in the same
time period as that to which he applies the warning concerning Noah’s day.

“And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man:
They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day
that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise as
it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they
planted, they built; but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and
brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. Even so will it be in the day when
the Son of Man is revealed. In that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods
are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the one
who is in the field, let him not turn back” (Luke 17:26-30).

In this text, Jesus says that the parable concerning Noah’s day is applicable to the
day when the Son of Man is revealed. Likewise Jesus places the “fleeing event” in
the day when the Son of Man is revealed, (v.30). But according to Highers, the
fleeing event is A.D.70. If the fleeing event is A.D.70, and if the fleeing event is in
the day when the Son of Man is revealed, then it follows that the day when the Son
of Man is revealed is A.D.70. Further, if the fleeing event/day when the Son of Man
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is revealed is A.D.70, and the parable of Noah’s day refers to the days when the
Son of Man is revealed, then it follows that the teaching regarding Noah refers to
A.D.70. Therefore, there is no division in Matthew as is manifest from a critical
examination of Luke. The teaching regarding Noah refers to A.D.70 in both
passages. If not, then Noah’s boat is split with a 2000 year gap! A gap of 2000
years allows too much water in Noah’s boat, and a split boat won’t float. The
attempt to divide Matthew results in dividing Noah’s boat against itself. A boat
divided against itself cannot float. Wherever the boat goes, the fleeing must go with
it. Jesus unequivocally places the fleeing event at Jerusalem’s fall. “But when you
see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near. Then
let those in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her
depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her. For these are the days of
vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled” (Luke 21:20-22).

And last but not least, if the fleeing event goes with Noah’s boat, then one must
remember that the signs go with the fleeing event. Therefore, the signs go with the
boat, just as it was in the days of Noah.

Summary
In this writing it has been shown that initially Noah was given general revelation
regarding the time of the flood. After the ark was completed, God gave him
additional revelation more precise with respect to the time of the flood. Before,
Noah could not give the day because it was not yet revealed. Later he could give
the day and count down the time. This parallels the manner in which Jesus was
given the prophecy regarding his parousia at the fall of Jerusalem in A.D.70. God
later gave him additional revelation allowing him to know what was previously
unrevealed. He too then gave precise information regarding the time of his coming.
He was both precise and sure. Noah was given ample signs before, during and
after the completion of the ark. Viewing and reflecting on the signs he was not in
darkness that the day of the flood would overtake him as a thief. The building, the
boarding and the closing of the ark, along with the prophecies in the beginning and
end directed him in his faith. There was no annihilation of the universe in Noah’s
day.

Finally, Noah’s ark cannot be split according to scripture. The division in Matthew is
unsupported, unsubstantiated and indefensible. Luke 17 links Noah with the fleeing
event, all in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. A future coming of Christ
that disregards these facts simply cannot be as it was in the days of Noah.

© William H. Bell Jr.
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1 Peter 3:18
Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to
God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.

 
Thoughts
Having stood over the open graves of friends, family members, and strangers, I
know the appearance and feel of death's finality and our human frailty. But Christ's
death is that great reminder that death is a matter of perspective and faith. I believe
God raised Jesus from the dead and that He is the first fruits of those of us who
believe in Him. He is alive, not just in Spirit, but in bodily form and so we are also!

Jesus told Martha in John 11 that He is the resurrection and the live. That means
that He alone is not only our propitiation but is also the manifestation of the
experience we have through our faith in Christ Jesus. There is no longer, for the
believer, a dying and waiting in the grave to be raised. Jesus did that! There is no
future bodily resurrection. Jesus did that! There is no waiting for a time when we
will have life Eternal. Jesus gave that already, based upon our believe on Him!
Preach it, friends! Let the world know about our merciful God and His son who paid
it all!

© WFTD, LiveByTruth.com
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Steven Kline
For quite some time, I have been meaning to look into who the gnostics were and
what they taught, since one of the biggest go to arguments of folks against
preterism is that we are claiming secret knowledge. My Dad was notorious for this.
You couldn't bring up any new idea for discussion because he would very rudely
shut down the topic before it can even get started, by saying how tired he is of folks
who think they have discovered some hidden secret knowledge that God has kept
hidden from everyone else. Eventually it occured to me that perhaps this attitude is
one of the biggest reasons why errors are deeply rooted for centuries within the
church. Because everyone just assumes the truth of the particular teaching in
question, and then anyone who studies and learns contrary to the accepted
teaching is branded as a gnostic. It's a great way to keep people in error and
ignorance, to just tell them to accept the dogma and shut up and tow the line and
discourage studying and learning . Of course, as I've observed many times, for
those who support Luther and the Protestant Reformation, the accepted truth is
that the true doctrine of salvation was lost early on and lay hidden and buried for
1500 years until Luther and Calvin showed up and saved the day by recovering the
ancient truth. Somehow that wasn't "gnostic", yet for those of us who believe that
the true doctrine of Eschatology was lost early on only to be recovered in recent
years in the Preterist movement, now we are gnostics.

Anyway, I was asking Don K. Preston about this very topic of who the gnostics
were and what their teaching was, and he recommended this book. So I just
ordered it and look forward to reading it.

Robert Combis says

This needs to be said Steven, glad you are saying it. We need to be witty and
creative in how we deal with this . Because at the ROOT of this is just the
GENERAL spirit that is out there that Doesn't want to follow Christ the way we
are supposed to and see the triumph of the Spirit over the flesh.
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People will use this as a Cover, for compromising their walks with Christ into
just a shallow " I am only going so far " spirit ,making faith in Christ just a
religious mess.

They will try to sound intelligent and accuse you of this ,even though they
don't even know what Forms , of gnosticism , are out there. This is even more
dangerous than those who have the different eschat. timelines. So, when I get
accused of this I ask them for one --- What Form of gnosticism are you
accusing me of? And then tell them that there were many forms of gnosticism
, just like there are denominations in the church.

Then go right to the real issue and tell them ---" It is No secret that God wants
us to turn from sin and walk in love of God as he fulfilled all by His Spirit as is
sensibly revealed in the scriptures "--

Or ask them this -- " Why in the world would anyone want to walk around in
this world just as a common simpleton ? And what is the alternative to that?

Is it not having Knowledge? Knowledge other than the knowledge the
simpleton has of just following the common sinful way of man and not seeking
God?

© Preterist Voice Magazine
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