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Romans 8 and the New Exodus
by Robert E Cruickshank Jr. March, 2023

The Exodus Theme
The Exodus motif runs strong in Romans 8. In Deuteronomy 32, the people of
Israel are characterized as God’s “children” (Deut. 32:5) and God’s “sons”
(Deut. 32: 19, 20). God is Israel’s father, who “created/made” them (Deut. 32:6).
Israel is the people whom God “led” (Deut. 32:12) in the exodus. The entire
Exodus event is kicked off when Yahweh hears the children of Israel “groaning”
(Exod. 6:5) in “slavery/bondage” (Exod. 6:9). The echoes are loud in the eighth
chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans.
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The language Paul choses to use is unmistakable. Using the same Greek words as
the Septuagint version of the above Old Testament passages, he says the Romans
have not received a spirit of “slavery/bondage” (Rom. 8:15), and the “creation”
was “groaning” (Rom. 8:22) to be set free from its “bondage/slavery” (Rom.
8:21). The New Testament Believers are referred to as God’s “children” (Rom.
8:16, 21) and His “sons” (Rom. 8:14, 15). And, most importantly, they are being
“led” by the Spirit of God (Rom. 8:14). The message that Paul is telegraphing to
his readers is that the New Exodus in underway.

The Groaning Creation
Just as the Hebrews groaned and longed to be set free from their slavery in Egypt
(Exod. 6:5-9), Paul says the whole creation groans in slavery to corruption (Rom.
8:20-21). A perusal through any standard lexicon will reveal that “creation” can refer
to everything from the entire created order in general (Mk. 13:19) to the human
creation, or mankind, in specific (Mk. 16:15). Unless one were to suppose that
rocks, plants, bugs and animals were eagerly awaiting the Revelation of the sons of
God (Rom. 8:19), it would seem that “the creation” of which Paul speaks is the
same creation to whom the Gospel was to be preached (Mk. 16:15). In other
words, it’s the human creation that is in view. Hence, Greek scholar, Bill Mounce
gives this as the meaning of the term in both Mark 16:16 and Romans 8:19.

Subjection to Futility/Bondage to Corruption
Verse 20 says that “the creation,” which we’ve defined as “the human creation,”
was “…subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in
hope.” The word for “futility” is (mataiotēs), and in its only two other occurrences in
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the New Testament (Eph. 4:17; 2 Pt. 2:18), it refers to religious error or false
religion.

In the verse 21, Paul says that the “creation itself” is in “bondage to corruption”
(fthora). This word can refer to physical decay, but it also carries the idea of moral
decay or depravity (2 Pt. 1:4; 2 Pt. 2:12). In fact, this is exactly how it is used in 2
Peter 2:18-19, the only other place in the New Testament where these two terms
are used together in conjunction with each other (this would have to be significant):

“For speaking loud boasts of folly (mataiotēs), they entice by sensual
passions of the flesh those who are barely as escaping from those
who live in error. They promise them at freedom, but they
themselves are slaves of corruption (fthora). For whatever
overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved” (2 Peter 2:18-19).

And notice that Peter is dealing with the theme of enslavement to this corruption
that Paul also hits in Romans 8 in verses 15 and 21. This, of course, comports well
with the Exodus motif throughout the chapter. It seems rather clear that Paul and
Peter are tracking on the same ideas. They are not dealing with the physical decay
or the deterioration of organic matter, but the enslavement of mankind to moral and
religious depravity.

In Hope
Paul tells us that God himself subjected mankind to this futility, but He did so “in
hope” (Rom. 8:20). So, the question becomes when and where did God do this,
and what was the hope? The only thing that really fits the bill is the incident at the

mailto:PTCFE@live.com
mailto:PTCFE@live.com


Tower of Babel when Yahweh divided up the nations and turned them over to other
gods. Deuteronomy 32:8 refers to this as time “When the Most High gave to
the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of
the peoples according to the number of the sons of God” (ESV).

This was a significant event in the mind of Paul. He was clearly tracking on it in his
Sermon on Mars Hill:

“And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all
the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and
the boundaries of their habitation, that they would seek God, if
perhaps they might feel around for Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us” (Acts 17:26-27 NASB).

Notice the reason Paul gives for Yahweh disinheriting and dividing up the nations: it
was so they would grope for Him and seek Him. This is reminiscent of the creation
“groaning” in Romans 8:22. The sentiment is the same. In other words, He did it so
they would be driven to find their way back to him. Paul’s sermon in Acts 17
comports well with his words in Romans 8:20. God subjected the creation to futility
“in hope.” Indeed, immediately after God divides up and scatters the nations in
Genesis 10-11, what does He do next? He calls Abram out of those nations and
sets the plan in motion to have a people of His own in whom “all the families of the
earth will be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). Paul picks up on this theme as well in Romans
4:13, speaking of the “promise to Abraham” that he would be the “heir of the world.”
A better way to out it would be “the one who inherits the cosmos.” God’s purpose
and plan for Abraham and his seed was far bigger than one, single nation.
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And it is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ who leads the disinherited nations in the
final Exodus, from the futility and darkness in which they are enslaved, into His
kingdom of light. As His image bearers in the new creation, believers engage in this
ongoing mission. In Romans 8:18, Paul speaks of the glory that was about to be
revealed to the first-century Saints. “Glory” (doxa) can literally refer to the splendor,
brilliance or awesome light that radiates from God’s presence, but the word can
also refer to a state of high status or an honorable position.

In a very real sense, the believers’ status as the true children of God was revealed
when the temple was destroyed, Judaism was crushed and the Old Covenant
vanished. And in a very real sense, we are those in whom the morning star has
arisen in our hearts (2 Pt. 1:19). As such, we are the conduit for God’s light to lead
the nations out of the darkness of slavery and corruption and into the freedom that
only Christ can bring (cf. Rev. 21:24-25).

© Robert E Cruickshank Jr.
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The Way Of Peace

by Scott W. Fisher March, 2023

I am relatively new to preterism – it wasn’t until 2012 (after having served in full-
time ministry for over 30 years!) that I really had any understanding of preterism.
Over the past ten years that understanding has increased and I have fully
embraced preterism/fulfilled eschatology. What I have found in my journey toward
truth is that there is as much diversity/disagreement/multiple “camps” within
preterism as within any of the futurist groups. I have also observed as much
unkindness, quickness to label as heretical those who hold differing views within
preterism as within futurist groups.
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I certainly don’t claim to be an expert on preterist eschatology, my understanding
has expanded and developed over the past ten years and continues to adjust. I
believe it is possible to be a fully devoted follower of Jesus, and, simultaneously, be
mistaken on certain doctrinal aspects. As I write this series of articles, I felt it
important to state some basic assumptions that are at the basis of my
understanding.

1) The Kingdom has come.

2) The Presence of the Lord is available to all who seek Him.

3) There is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, rich or poor, slave or free,
male or female. All have equal standing before God through faith in Jesus
Christ as the Promised One, the Savior of the whole world.

4) The Sermon on the Mount was Jesus’s Kingdom Manifesto. Becoming a
Jesus follower is to embrace Him and His teachings as the way of life.

5) If I must justify living my life contrary to the teachings of Jesus, I have
completely missed what it is to be a Jesus follower.

6) The greatest commandment is to love God with all of one’s heart, soul,
mind, and body; and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, even loving one’s
enemies (or, especially loving one’s enemies).

7) Jesus said that wherever two or three are gathered in His name, there He
is in the midst of them. (Matthew 18:20)
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8) God’s promise to His people in the Old Covenant and the New Covenant is
that He would dwell among them, that He would be their God and they would
be His people. (Exodus 25:8, Exodus 29:46, Ezekiel 43:9, 2 Corinthians 6:16,
Revelation 21:3)

9) The terms New Covenant, New Creation, Heavenly Jerusalem, Mt. Zion,
Messianic Temple, New Heavens and Earth, the Age to Come, are
synonymous.

10) Apostate first-century Judaism was the terminal generation of the Old
Covenant culminating in the 70 A.D. destruction of the Temple and “the Holy
City”.

One of the major issues addressed throughout the New Testament, and mostly
overlooked or ignored, is the transition from Old Covenant to New Covenant and
the tensions that existed between Old Covenant Judaism followers and New
Covenant Jesus/Messiah followers. To fully put this into perspective we have to
understand the people that comprised the New Testament audience/subject matter.
As I see and understand it, there were six groups of people written about or written
to: 1) Jews who rejected Jesus as the Promised Messiah; 2) Jews who embraced
Him as the Promised Messiah but believed that it was necessary to continue the
practice of Judaism (Judaizers); 3) Jews who embraced Him as the Promised
Messiah and followed the teachings of Paul that the practice of Judaism was not
only unnecessary, but was in opposition to faith in Jesus; 4) Gentiles who
recognized Jesus as the Promised Messiah and Savior of the world, and followed
the teachings of Paul; 5) Gentiles who recognized Jesus as the Promised Messiah
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and Savior of the world, but were influenced by the Judaizers and believed that it
was also necessary to follow the practice of Judaism (and they became Judaizers
as well); 6) Gentiles who would not embrace the message of salvation through faith
in Jesus as the Promised One, the Savior of the whole world.

The intense persecution that came against the first-century followers of Jesus was
at the hands of the Jews who rejected Jesus and the Judaizers who believed that it
was necessary to continue the practice of Judaism in addition to faith in Jesus.
Jesus stated emphatically that His crucifixion would come at the hands of the Jews,
that the future persecution of His first-century followers would come at the hands of
the Jews, and that Jerusalem would be held accountable for the innocent blood of
the saints shed from Abel through His first-century followers. It’s ultimate
destruction, in 70 A.D. at the hands of the Roman army, would in fact be His
coming in judgment and vindication for the martyrs throughout the entire history of
the Israelites, all the way back to Adam! The vindication of the martyrs is a major
theme of both the Old and New Testaments, yet a theme that is virtually ignored, or
not even recognized, by most contemporary Christians!

Many contemporary Christians want to place the blame for the crucifixion of Jesus
and the persecution of His first-century followers on Rome. But clearly, the
testimony of the New Testament places blame on the apostate first-century Jews.
In Acts chapter 3, Peter preaches to the Israelites gathered in the Temple complex,
“…men of Israel…The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers,
has glorified His servant Jesus, THE ONE WHOM YOU DELIVERED AND
DISOWNED in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. But
you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted



to you, but PUT TO DEATH THE PRINCE OF LIFE, the one whom God raised from
the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses.” (Acts 3:12-15)

And in Acts chapter 7, in the message that got him stoned to death, Stephen stated
to the leaders of the Jews, “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in
heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your
fathers did. Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed
those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, WHOSE
BETRAYERS AND MURDERERS YOU HAVE NOW BECOME; you who received
the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.” (Acts 7:51-53)

Jesus Himself, on explaining to His disciples the need to return to Jerusalem,
stated, “Nevertheless I must journey on today and tomorrow and the next day; for
IT CANNOT BE THAT A PROPHET WOULD PERISH OUTSIDE OF
JERUSALEM.” (Luke 13:33) And in Matthew 16:21, “ From that time Jesus began
to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, AND SUFFER MANY THINGS
FROM THE ELDERS AND CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES, AND BE KILLED, and
raised up on the third day.”

As the gospel began to expand its audience to include Gentiles, there arose an
intense tension between the Jews who recognized Jesus as the Promised
Messiah, and Gentiles who received Jesus as the Savior of the whole world. The
Jews, for the most part, despised Gentiles, viewed them as dogs, less than human
– and refused to accept them as equals, as brothers and sisters in Christ. It was for
this reason that Peter had his vision in Acts chapter ten of the sheet coming down
out of heaven with unclean animals on it, and the voice of the Lord saying, “Kill and



eat.” Peter’s response was, “no way! I have never eaten anything unclean!” God
responded to him, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unclean.” It was a
difficult lesson for Peter – a lesson that took decades to be fully embraced.

The Gentile followers of Jesus, experienced first-hand the anti-Gentile
discrimination against them and were suspicious of Jewish followers of Jesus,
especially those who required Gentiles to embrace the practice of ritual Judaism in
order to be accepted, even reluctantly, as brothers and sisters in Christ. It is into
this tension filled environment that the Apostle Paul arose as the apostle to the
Gentiles. His challenge was to forge these disparate groups into one new man, one
body.

His message condemned the Judaizers as following “another Jesus” (Galatians 1).
Yet his message to the Gentile followers of Jesus was to walk in love toward their
oppressors and never take their own revenge. In a key passage in Romans 12, he
wrote, “Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but
associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. Never pay back
evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. If possible, so
far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. Never take your own
revenge…” (Romans 12:16-19) We would do well to embrace this message today!
So far as it depends upon you, be at peace with all men…NOT just the ones you
agree with!

This theme, this transition from Old Covenant to New Covenant, this merging
together as one the disparate groups of Jew and Gentile, was a focus of Paul’s
writings, especially in Ephesians. “Therefore remember that formerly you, the



Gentiles in the flesh, who are called ‘Uncircumcision’ by the so-called
‘Circumcision,’ which is performed in the flesh by human hands – remember that
you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God
in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both
groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His
flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so
that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace
and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having
put to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were far
away, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have our
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the
corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a
holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of
God in the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:11-22)

Paul was continually challenging the views of Judaizers and challenging Gentiles to
walk in love toward their oppressors – especially toward those Jews who embraced
Jesus as Messiah yet continued to believe it was necessary to practice ritual
Judaism. In Ephesians 4:1-6, he wrote, “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord,
implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one



another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is
over all and through all and in all.”

I’m convinced that it is possible to hold correct doctrine and be wrong, and to hold
incorrect doctrine and be right. How? The most important, the defining
characteristic of a true Jesus follower is that we walk in love toward all people,
toward those who like us, toward those who are not like us, and even toward those
who don’t like us! In Luke 6:35-36, Jesus gives what I believe to be the true mark of
a genuine Jesus follower: “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of
the Most High; FOR HE HIMSELF IS KIND TO UNGRATEFUL AND EVIL MEN. Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” If God Himself is kind to ungrateful and
evil men, what right do I have to be anything less? What right does anyone who
claims to be a Jesus follower have to attempt to justify unkindness, even hate?

In this age of social media and the ability to respond emotionally to perceived
opponents online, one of the challenges we all face is to walk in love, even toward
our perceived enemies. For the sake of the Kingdom, so far as it depends upon
you, be at peace with all men. Just because someone doesn’t believe exactly as I
believe doesn’t give me the right to be unkind, demeaning, or disrespectful. Paul
told the Romans to “respect what is right in the sight of all men” (Romans 12:17)
and he demonstrated what that looked like in his life and ministry, whether it was
going into a synagogue and attempting to persuade Jews concerning Jesus, or
going to the Areopagus in Athens and attempting to persuade the Greek
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philosophers and idol worshippers concerning Jesus. He didn’t condemn them,
instead, he complimented them. “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very
religious in all respects.” (Acts 17:22)

Those of us who have embraced Jesus as the Promised One, the Savior of the
whole world, and embrace His ways, have been reconciled to God through Christ
and have been given the ministry of reconciliation. What does that look like? “…
namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, NOT COUNTING
THEIR TRESPASSES AGAINST THEM. And He has committed to us the word of
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God.” (2 Corinthians 5:19-20) Contemporary evangelicalism has seemingly
embraced the opposite! We are quick to judge, quick to condemn, quick to point out
the sins of others and to count it against them. We divide, separate, and condemn
as heretics those we disagree with! And, sadly, we equate that with godliness and
standing for truth! Instead, the way of Jesus is humility, gentleness, kindness,
peace, and love!

© Scott W. Fisher
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7 Steps into the Fulfilled Life of

Victory!
by Larry Siegle March, 2023

EVERYONE talks about it, but few seem to
find it!
Is success and victory in life really possible?

According to recent statistics, the so-called self-help phenomenon has blossomed
into a 12 billion-dollar industry each year, with more than 45,000 books in
circulation.1 The desire to “do better” and to “feel better” about ourselves is
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common to the human experience and not limited to those who are unbelievers.
The book, Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential (2004),
written by Joel Osteen, pastor of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas, ranked #1
on the New York Times Best Seller List for over two years and has sold more than
4 million copies.2 Christians and non-Christians alike are searching for a “formula”
or “recipe” for experiencing genuine success and victory in their everyday lives. Is
victory in life a mere illusion, or can people find the key that unlocks and unleashes
the power in their lives?

MISTAKEN PERCEPTIONS
While there are many perspectives today about how to discover a sense of joy,
peace and contentment in life, perhaps the problem itself lies with misplaced values
and mistaken perceptions about the purpose and meaning of life itself.

Unbelievers

For those whose lives are conditioned separate from faith or belief in God, the
expectation is that since life is short, and a return to the “dust of the ground” (Gen.
3:19) inevitable, having it all in the “here and now” is a race against time. Having a
family, a career, houses, boats, and expensive cars often become the central focus
of their time and attention. Wealth and power are seen as the pinnacle of what
constitutes “success” and perhaps the key to finding purpose and meaning in their
lives. The pursuit of pleasure and sensuality, sometimes drugs, alcohol, or other
“feel good” diversions often become part of the equation. The young are driven by
the desire to make it to the “top” and thus this goal-oriented reality becomes their
all-consuming quest. While some people value family and relationships over
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material possessions, the realization is that “nothing lasts forever” and thus there is
always the hunger to find and acquire something “new” something “more” or
something “better” than what they already have as their daily routine and life
experience. Sooner or later, time runs out and their hopes, dreams, and desires
remain unfulfilled.

Believers

For people of faith, the unfortunate misconception is that joy, peace, and happiness
are never to be experienced during this life, but rather lie elsewhere–in heaven.
Often this concept of “hope deferred” (Prov. 13:12) leads Christians to settle for a
meager lifestyle with the expectation that pain, suffering, and difficulty are all that is
to be expected while on earth. To have anything in the “here and now” is often
discouraged for fear that such things may lead them away from their “treasures in
heaven” (Matt. 6:20). The human desire to have a good and prosperous life now
are often pictured as evil, thus producing an inherent dissatisfaction with everyday
life. The picture of “success” with God is seen as a tension of the spiritual against
the physical, and the concept that many have is that having less is more. Christians
with this mentality often find themselves living in fear and in believing that if they
can just do enough to survive here, they will eventually be blessed there for their
faithfulness. Whatever hopes and dreams, goals and plans they may have for the
present, what happens in the afterlife is supposed to be worth it.

Thus, people of no faith experience fear and frustration for not having any measure
of success in life, while people of faith experience fear, frustration and guilt for any
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measure of success in life they do experience. Perhaps there is a better option for
one to consider…

THE “BOTH” LIFE
God wants people to walk in His presence and to enjoy both what He has given to
us in the “here and now” and also in having the assurance that abundant life never
comes to an end (John 10:10).

The Bible reveals God to be both the Creator of the “heavens and earth” (Gen.
1:1), and of the “new heavens and a new earth” (Isa. 65:17; 66:22; II Pet. 3:13;
Rev. 21:1-4). The natural was designed to point forward toward the spiritual (I Cor.
15:46). With each act of creation, God declared His own handiwork to be “good”
(Gen. 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25). As the crowning achievement, God created man “in His
own image” and “according to His likeness” (Gen. 1:26, 27). Following the end of
the sixth creative day, at the culmination of everything that was created, God
declared it to be “very good” (Gen. 1:31).

The purpose of God in having created human beings was to reproduce Himself in
kind and to give them His very own life and to delegate His authority to them (Gen.
1:26-28). The inspired psalmist David wrote concerning the majesty of God’s
glorious purpose for man at the time of his creation: “What is man that You are
mindful of him, and the son of man that You care for him? For You have made him
a little lower than God, and You have crowned him with glory and honor. You have
made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things
under his feet” (Psalm 8:4-6). It was the intention of God that human beings,
created “in His own image” and “according to His likeness” would live and enjoy the



fullness and riches that had been given to them while on earth. The Divine
mandate was that people would become living, breathing expressions of God’s own
life and nature, exercising authority and dominion over all that was created. What
was “seen” with the eyes was meant to be a manifestation of that which could not
be “seen” with the eyes as the sovereignty of God and of His kingdom would
spread through the lives of people who had an unbroken connection of relationship
with their Creator.

There was never a hint or intimation that God’s purpose for earthly existence was
intended to be simply a momentary journey of being here to get to there. It was to
be a “both life”–meaning that every moment was to be experienced, never wasted.
The life of joy, peace, victory and success was based upon knowing the goodness
and majesty of God, and in the growth and development of being the very best
person God intended for each of us to be. Awaking each new day, knowing that
God cares and that He loves us is the force that motivates us and moves us
forward in our daily experience. Victory has never been about self-help, but rather
self-surrender and fully dependence upon God as the One who provides all things
for the enjoyment of those who love Him and honor Him.

FUTURE ARTICLES ON FULFILLMENT
WITH MEANING
In other articles, we will discuss the entrance of “sin and death” (Rom. 8:2) through
Adam and Eve (Rom. 5:12) and the purpose of God in allowing it. It was wholly
necessary for people to experience failure in order to realize the success God
intended. It is from within the depths of sorrow, produced by our worst mistakes



that emerge God’s transforming power and the manifestation of His goodness in
our lives. The choice was between God’s possibility and human possibility and
remains so until this day. It took 40 years of Israel wandering through the desert in
order for them to realize what they could have had all along. The wilderness was
their choice, not that of God. The wilderness of defeat in the lives of people today
remains their choice, not that of God. He has something far greater in mind,
something that does not require storms of devastation in the desert to produce.
When we come to realize the restoration of all things has already taken place, we
can face each day with a renewed sense of confidence (Acts 3:19-21). The
“seasons of refreshing” now flows into our lives and empower each of us to live a
life of joy and victory.

Here are seven steps to having a life of victory with God today.

1) Realize that God’s power is the Source of true victory in life. Even
though God had demonstrated His power in delivering Israel from bondage in
Egypt, the people did not fully or completely trust His Word or His promises to
them. God had rescued them, and God sustained them with everything they
needed. The short distance from Egypt to a “good and large land” a “land
flowing with milk and honey” (Exod. 3:8, 17) should have only taken days, not
decades to arrive. There generation of people who left the land of Egypt died
in the desert because of their doubt and unbelief (Heb. 3:1-19) and for no
other reason. All defeat in life is rooted in the disobedience that arises from a
failure to trust God as the Source from whom all good things come. The fear
of past failures and difficulties perpetuates the process. When Christians



decide to renew their minds to what God says about them, trusting in His
power each day, then victory becomes their manifested reality.

2) Stop complaining about the problem, look to God for the solution. The
life of defeat is one consumed with self-pity and a “woe is me” spirit. Daily life
brings with it a variety of challenges, problems and difficulties. Israel faced
adversity and difficulty and choice to complain rather than in looking to God
for their provision. When people pray about the problem rather than
thankfulness for the solution, it sets the stage for more of the same. Whatever
in life becomes the central focus of our time and attention also becomes the
reality. What we think and what we say plants the “seeds” for what the
substance of our lives become–either for good or for bad. The life of success
for believers begins on the inside with thoughts and words that becomes
actions. When we take our eyes off of self we begin to see God’s possibility
instead of our own limited perspectives.

3) Embrace a ‘Fulfilled’ perspective of life and living. Fulfilled Dynamics is
a ministry devoted to the message that God is faithful. He has kept all of His
promises and fulfilled all of His Word. The realization that, through the Cross,
God opened the way of life and opportunity for people to experience the very
presence of God. The consummation of all that occurred at the “ends of the
ages” (I Cor. 10:11; Heb. 9:26), including the coming of Christ, the resurrection
of the dead, the day of judgment and the establishment of His everlasting
Kingdom are proof-positive that God’s possibility produces the best possible
outcomes in our daily lives (II Tim. 4:1; John 10:10). Fulfillment means
stepping into the very life that God intended from the very beginning.



Fulfillment means the restoration of the relationship that was lost “in Adam”
and the authority to exercise dominion in our daily lives. Fulfillment means the
recognition that “eternal life” was never intended to separate what a person
experiences now, from what happens later. Fulfillment means awakening each
morning with a renewed sense of confidence that God’s possibility for our
lives is greater than anything we ever could have imagined for ourselves.

4) Accepting the identity that God has given to us. The world around us
measures itself on the basis of performance and the attainment of wealth,
power and material things. Fame and fortune are glorified as the ideal and the
goal for every person. God’s identity for His people rests in who He is and not
who we are, or what we have. The nation of Israel was chosen by God and
blessed by God because of the “promises God made to the fathers” (Rom.
15:8; Gen. 12:1-3). It was their willingness to walk with God, in His possibility,
that determined the extent to which His blessings were manifested to them
(Deut. 28:1-14). It was fear, doubt and unbelief, resulting in disobedience that
resulted in failure, lack and destruction (Deut. 28:15-68). Had they only
accepted their identity as the people of God, they could have experienced all
that God had in store for them. Christians who accept and trust in what God
says about who they are, then are empowered to walk accordingly as His
children. God blesses His people both physically and spiritually when they
choose to have thoughts, words and actions that are consistent with what is
found in His Word. From within the spiritual realm, the Kingdom of God is
manifested in the visible realm. As we walk daily in His presence, His
presence becomes visible toward everyone and in every area of our lives.



5) Decide that we will settle for nothing less than God’s very best. Once
we realize that the message of the entire Bible is all about the covenant
faithfulness of God in fulfilling all of His promises, our whole perspective on
daily life is transformed. No longer are believers waiting to cross the Jordan
River into the promised “land” because since the “end of the age” (Matt. 24:3;
28:20) has already taken place, we now live in a spiritual paradise that is the
restoration of the relationship with God that was lost in the Garden of Eden.
The Kingdom of God is everywhere present and God has given to us “all
things that pertain to life and godliness” (II Pet. 1:3) the principles found in
God’s Word that have the power to remove whatever obstacles might come
our way. We are “partakers of the Divine Nature” (II Pet. 1:4) who now
experience “all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19) and “all the fullness of Christ”
(Eph. 4:13). Therefore, settling for less that what is God’s very best for our
lives is no longer an option. The determination is in the willingness to allow
God to lead and to direct all of our steps each and every day (Psa. 37:23).
This is a fulfilled perspective that releases the power of God into our lives as
the living reality of being living, breathing expressions of His nature.

6) Have the awareness of God’s presence. As we awaken each morning to
the refreshing joy of the gift of life God has given to us, it is the awareness of
His presence that opens the doors to success in life. We listen carefully as the
voice of God whispers in our ears in the pages of His Word (Josh 1:8, 9; Psa.
1:2, 3). The guilt and fear are replaced with a sensitive consciousness of His
“righteousness” that now dwells in the “new heavens and a new earth” (Isa.
65:17; 66:22; II Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1-4). Those thoughts, words and actions



that were once self-defeating are now transformed into what God says in His
Word. No longer are we held captive to those things which once held our
attention and focus, but rather now we experience the majesty of all it means
to be a child of Almighty God.

7) Take action to do what is necessary. Genuine success and victory in life
is more than wishful thinking or just chanting the correct formula. Once a
person knows what it is that God wants them to do, then they arise and do
those things that are necessary to make it happen! In the case of Joshua,
God had prepared him to take His covenant people out of the desert and into
the land that had been promised to Israel. Joshua had God’s assurance that
His presence would be with him every step of the way. It is this kind of
determination and boldness that steps out in faith that God honors as He
opens doors that seemed impossible before.

CONCLUSION
There are literally hundreds of principles from God’s Word that speaks to us
today, in our very own situation. The difference is in looking at life from the
perspective of God’s possibility rather than the limitations we place on
ourselves. The recognition that the “end of all things” (I Pet. 4:7) was related
to what happened during the first century means that our zest for life and
involvement in walking with a sense of confidence in the dominion that
belongs to Him, is refreshing and will take our lives in new and exciting
directions–greater than anything we may ever before have imagined.
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LET'S READ VERSES 15-17.
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assurance that they, as joint-heirs with God's Son, were chosen by the Lord to be
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snatched out of the bondage of fearful slaves and into the liberty of beloved
children … children of God (cf. 2 Tim. 1:7, Rom. 8:38-39, & esp. Gal. 4:1-7).

So why were they suffering at this time if they had received the Spirit of adoption as
children in contrast to the spirit of bondage as slaves? Because, as this entire
section in Romans 8 teaches, they were in the midst of a period of
transition/transformation; i.e. they had yet to receive the fullness of their
inheritance, and their suffering was part of the new covenant probation stipulations
for that magnificent and eternal inheritance, something in which they were actually
to be overjoyed since, as verse 18 says, it was beyond compare.

Every letter Paul wrote, if not directly geared toward encouraging the suffering, at
least had a percentage of it devoted to reassurance of the light at the end of their
tunnel as being something which would far outshine any afflictions they endured
(cf. 2 Cor. 4).

Paul wrote quite a bit about this to those in Philippi who were encouraged to do as
he was doing and rejoice in distress, for, due to the reward of it all, he spoke of
their suffering for Christ as being an honor (1:29, cf. 1:18, 2:18, 3:1, 4:4; and in
2:16 he spoke of how, as their example, he considered it a privilege to endure all
things so that he could "rejoice in the day of Christ, not having run or labored in
vain"). Now…

LET'S READ VERSES 24-30.

We see pretty clearly that they were still, at that time, in the period of hope (v. 24), a
period through which—due to their hope—they could eagerly persevere (v. 25).
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Even though it was a time of "groanings which couldn't be uttered" (v. 26), they
could have faith in the know-ledge that the God who gave them this Spirit knew the
mind of this Spirit that would/could relay their needs to their Father (v. 27), while
they could rest in the assurance that God was working out all things for their eternal
good (v. 28), for He was the Great Architect and Conductor of the entire plan for
them to be conformed to the image of His Son and thus be justified and glorified
(vv. 29-30), making them more than conquerors (v. 37) of any and all tribulation,
distress, persecution, etc. (v. 35)! So now…

In the midst of all these wonderful/encouraging remarks concerning their transition
from slaves of law (such as was perfectly experienced under the Old Covenant
system) to children of grace under the New Covenant system, what did Paul say to
them in explanation of what they were then experiencing? Finally, to our text
passage…

LET'S READ VERSES 18-23.

LET'S FOCUS ATTENTION ON VERSE 18, most specifically the phrase "the / this
present time."

The original word for "the present" could just as well be translated as "the current"
or "the now" and so referred to the generation in which Paul was then living 2000
years ago.

There are two chief Greek words for "time": chronos refers to time in its
general/ordinary sense, while kairos refers to something much more specific;
Trench's Synonyms of the NT volume says that "'Chronos is the interval at which



something is done; kairos is the time suitable for the action. Thus chronos can be
kairos, but kairos is not chronos; kairos is the appropriateness of what is done
occurring in chrono'" (p. 222).

The English word "time" in Romans 8:18 is from kairos, the specific term referring
(according to Strong's) to "the set and proper time," i.e. the TIME that was
PROPER for the fulfillment of prophecy as SET by the Great Architect. So
interestingly…

The Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek reads, "the now appointed time";
and the phrase "the now" emphasizes/modifies "the appointed time," as if to say in
transla-tion, "the appointed time which is now," thus referring only to the sufferings
of a specific era, not the sufferings of all saints since Adam or even to us today.

Notice just how detailed Paul was in this one verse: {1} he wrote of "the appointed
time" for the fulfillment of God's prophecies concerning the revelation of His glory or
kingdom; {2} he emphasized that "appointed time" by his choice of the Greek word
for "now"—in the mid AD 50s; and {3} he wrote of it as to be revealed in them, i.e.
in their generation. So according to Paul here, when was the appointed time for the
fulfillment of prophecy? Nearly 2000 years ago, in THAT generation. In fact…

Paul chose this same phrase two other times. Firstly in Romans 3:25-26: "God set
forth His Son to be an atonement by His blood through faith to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were
previously committed in order to demonstrate His righteousness in the now
appointed time [i.e. in that/their generation of time], that He might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus." And secondly in Romans 11:5: "In the



now appointed time, there is a remnant…." And we'll need to come back to this
verse later.

Another thing of interest concerning the phrase "the present time" in the initial
portion of Romans 8:18 is that it's in contrast to the last portion of the verse, i.e. the
time when God's glory would be revealed in them.

Firstly, what was meant by "the glory to be revealed in" them? Well, Paul went on
in verse 21 to write of "the glorious liberty of the children of God" into which they
would be "delivered," a punctiliar action in their future; i.e., they were already God's
children in one sense (v. 16), but the completion of His work related to the process
of their becoming His legally/forever established—thus glorified—children was yet
to be accomplished. In verse 23 Paul referred to this glorification as "the adoption,
redemption of [their] body."

Secondly, how far into the future of those folks would this glorification transpire?
Well, by the language Paul employed here, it was obviously expected by him to
occur within his/their lifetime. What language? Specifically the Greek term mello
that he chose in verse 18: "the glory which is about to be revealed in us." We don't
have time to go into an in-depth study of this term, so allow me to just say here that
in eight lexicons I consulted, every lexicographer used the phrase "about to" either
as their definition or within their definition; in The International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia it says that mello "refers to what is about to be, i.e. on the point of
occurring or immediately impending." And in seven different interlinears it's
translated as "about to" 81% of the time, and one respected interlinear even



translates it "about to" in EVERY single NT case! {If you'd like a lot more info on
mello, email me at tedenton64@hotmail.com.} So…

Verse 18 paraphrased says, "I consider that the sufferings of the appointed time—
now—aren't worthy to be compared with the glory which is about to be revealed in
us." OK… LET'S FOCUS ATTENTION ON VERSE 19, most specifically on the
term "creature" or "creation."

We don't have time to consider the numerous interpretations of this word; I'll leave
it up to you to dig up all the bizarre explanations which have been conjured up in
order to support misguided presuppositions, such as what I formerly believed and
taught, viz. that it has reference to the entirety of our existence here, including
plants, animals, humans, and even the very planet itself with its grounds and
waters. Ya know…

It amazes me how some of the same folks who preach against taking a passage
figuratively when it can be understood literally will force this passage to be
figurative. How can it be interpreted literally, you ask? Well, let's just get a big
picture of the general context, then hone in on our text.

Throughout Romans Paul dealt with the theme of new covenant grace vs old
covenant law: like bookends he emphasized salvation by grace as opposed to (the)
law (1:16-17 and 16:25-26). After his thesis statement in chapter 1, we find him in
chapter 2 jumping right into talking mainly negatively about law, THE Law being the
epitome of law in general; according to the concordance, Paul used the word "law"
without the definite article 9 times and with the definite article 61 times coming to a
total of 70 times in 7.5 chapters (i.e. from the beginning of Romans up to our text),



and he wrote of the positive things only grace in contradistinction to law could
provide (e.g. salvation, justification, righteousness, etc.) around the same number
of times (i.e. 70). So…

In Romans, at least up to chapter 8, we see not only difference between what the
cove-nants offered them, but also their transitional struggle of leaving behind an old
mode of life for a new mode of life; and this was spoken of as living according to or
by the flesh (i.e. with a carnal way of thinking, spoken of 20 times in the first 7.5
chapters) versus living by or according to the Spirit (i.e. with a godly way of
thinking, which is emphasized 30 times in the first 7.5 chapters). So…

By the time Paul gets to the chapter 8 (which, btw, concludes the first major section
of Romans), he had the minds of his readers really hungering for his solution to his
rhetorical question in 7:24: "O wretched man that I am! Who [or what] will deliver
me from this body of death?" So, as we'll continue to consider, in 8:18-23, he
answered the problem of their groanings for them. So, you ask…

What's the "creation" of 8:19-22? It's God's own creation of His Old Covenant law-
system with its people, Israel; however, in this context I'm convinced Paul had
special reference to the faithful-to-Him of Israel, i.e. His continuous remnant from
one generation to the next, finally ending with the one in which Paul lived (Rom.
11:5); this means that he was primarily focused on the sufferings of God's true
people from beginning to end, from Adam/Abel to Peter/Paul, as it were, from the
First Adam to the Last Adam who was about to come for them (Rom. 5:14).

For passages that speak about national Israel as being the people God created
(i.e. set aside) for Himself, just check out Isaiah 43:1 & 7 and Psalm 100:3 (as well



as numerous others I'm sure we could find throughout the Hebrew Scriptures). Just
verses later in the Psalms (viz. 102:18), David prophesied of God's new people
who were "yet to be created." Then later we find the Greek Scriptures speaking of
those who accepted God's Son as Messiah as being His created (chosen and set
aside) people in Ephesians 2:10 & 15 and 4:24. Following that…

We find Hebrews 9:11 saying that "Christ came as High Priest of the good things
about to come with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands,
that is, not of this creation." What "creation"? "This" creation—the creation of all
things related to national Israel and her old tabernacle/temple service of the context
in this chapter. In fact, consider Hebrews 9 relative to Romans 8 for a moment:

Just as Hebrews 9 tells us about how that that "present-time," "still-standing"
creation (i.e. the temple with its zealots, vv. 8-9) was facing its doom in the "about-
to-arrive" "perfect tabernacle" at "the time of reformation" (vv. 10-11), so Romans 8
tells us about how that that "present-time" (v. 18), "groaning" (vv. 22-23), and
"eagerly-expectant" creation (vv. 19 & 23) was facing its "about-to-arrive" (v. 18)
"redemption" (v. 23). Wow! There are just too many parallels to Romans 8 like
Hebrews 9 to deny this position. Now…

Let's focus momentarily on "the revealing of the children of God" in
Romans 8:19.

A little bit ago, when talking about the revelation of glory which was about to take
place in that (first) generation of God's New Covenant people, I said that Paul
explained what he meant by that when he went on to write in verse 21 about "the



glorious liberty of the children of God" and "the adoption and redemption of their
[plural] body [singular]." Now here, at the end of verse 19…

We also see another parallel phrase for all of this, viz. "the revealing of the children
of God." What did it mean to "reveal" His children? Well, as mentioned at the
outset…

This passage clearly indicates that all of this was the transitional phase of God's
plan between leaving His old creation (the old heavens & earth) and moving into
His new creation (the new heavens & earth); another way to say this is that He was
abandon-ing in His wake the Old Covenant body of His people which had fulfilled
its purpose and was moving into the brand New Covenant body of His people.
So…

It's no wonder that there was the great strife between these two groups as they
were, in essence, vying for the Father's love. But, as Revelation indicates, though
old Israel would seem to be winning out since they were far greater in number, God
Himself was about to clearly demonstrate which group, national Israel or Christians,
were His chosen people: Daniel 7:22 prophesied of this very event, saying that, in
this event, "judgment" would be "made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and
the time" would then be "for the saints to possess the kingdom." When? When "the
Ancient of Days [Jesus Christ] came" or, in this case, returned. In the coming of
Christ during the events surrounding AD 70, all Israel knew and bowed the knee in
defeat with the realization that this sect of Christians were indeed the/God's chosen
ones. Now…

LET'S MOVE ON TO VERSES 20-21.



With the position that "the creation" in this context refers primarily to the faithful
remnant of each successive generation of God's Old Covenant people, it isn't
difficult to see how being "subjected to futility, not willing, but because of God who
subjected them in hope" makes perfect sense; i.e., for God to work out His plan for
man's redemption as He did, He had to break some eggs, so to speak: His beloved
remnant had to endure living under the law of sin/death as well as often suffering
persecution even to the point of death (thus the "groan-ings" of vv. 22, 23, & 26), all
a part of their being details in the Lord's big picture. So…

The "bondage of corruption" in verse 21 refers to the decomposing the Old
Covenant body of death that Paul brought up in 7:24 when he asked, "Who shall
deliver me from this body of death"—this body that is dying, taking, of course, its
members right along with it (8:11)? If one didn't want to be in that mortal (which
means "dying") body of Moses when it actually died, he/she had to die TO it (Rom.
7:4), thereby coming to life in the body of Christ.

LET'S BRIEFLY CONSIDER VERSE 22.

Notice here that Paul chose to employ the word "together," implying that more than
a single entity was groaning, thus supporting even more the idea of the creation
being comprised of the various remnants down through Old Covenant history (cf.
Rev. 6:9-11). So…

Paul spoke of God's faithful remnant as a whole here having had to experience the
labor pangs of the process and fulfillment of God's redemptive plan; and, very
fittingly, of course, since we've discussed how this rough transitional period would
come to its end ca. the events of AD 70, we shouldn't consider it strange that



Jesus, in His Olivet Discourse about the fall of Jerusalem, spoke of the things
leading up to it as the pangs of birth in Matthew 24:8.

Also in verse 22 Paul wrote of how all the suffering of God's faithful through the
ages lasted all the way up "until now," i.e. up until that generation, the generation
about whom he went on to write in the last verse of our text, verse 23. So…

LET'S HEAD TOWARD THE END OF THIS STUDY BY CONSIDERING
VERSE 23.

Here Paul moved from speaking about the successive remnants of God's people in
Israel's history to the members of the last of those remnants—the one of his
generation, the last generation of God's temporary Old Covenant people as they
were transitioning into His permanent New Covenant people. So…

What did Paul mean by "firstfruits of the Spirit"? Well…

Firstly, we need to say a couple things about "firstfruit(s)."

Much like even still today in our English language, whether we read "fruit" or "fruits"
in the Bible, we simply cannot be dogmatic about whether or not the speaker/writer
had single or multiple things in mind if he didn't specify. For two quick examples, in
Matthew 3:8 and Luke 3:8 we have the same statement made by John the Baptist,
yet in the Greek the term for "fruit" or "fruits" (depending on your version) is
singular in Matthew while it's plural in Luke. And in Matthew 7:16-20 we have Jesus
using the term "fruit" or "fruits" seven times, switching between the singular Greek
term and the plural Greek term. It's just one of those language anomalies about
which we must simply acknowledge exists and not create a theology out of it. Most



of the time by far, as here in verse 23, the writer had multiple things in mind yet in a
collective sense.

To the Hebrews, the term "firstfruit(s)" could refer either to "that which was
especially presented/dedicated to God from whom all blessings flow" (cf. James
1:17-18) or, as here in Romans 8:23, to "the first taste of that which was about to
come at harvest-time." See, in James the people themselves were the firstfruits,
while here the people possessed the firstfruits. So…

Secondly, what did it mean for Paul to say that the Christians of his day
possessed the firstfruit of the Spirit? Well, the answer I believe is found in the
promised/prophesied purpose of the Spirit.

According to Ezekiel 37, the Spirit, as with any spirit (which, btw, may be translated
"breath") was given for the purpose of providing LIFE to the … might I say? …
SPIRIT-ually dead, i.e. to those truly desiring yet lacking the immortality of God.
Paul wrote of this in Ephesians 1:13b-14, telling them that "the Holy Spirit of
promise" was "the guarantee of [their] inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession." And when was that finished work of redemptive life to be
realized? Jesus, in Luke 21:28, said it would be at the demise of all things related
to national Israel. See…

These first-generation Christians, the foundation upon whom we're built (with Jesus
being the chief cornerstone, of course), were, as James said, the firstfruits who
were simultaneously, in that time of transition, tasting the life that was being
breathed into the dead body under the law of sin and death; they were tasting the
glory which was about to be revealed in the true children of God (vv. 18-19), tasting
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the fulfillment of their hope (vv. 20 & 24-25), tasting the glorious liberty on the
horizon (v. 21), and tasting the redemption of that old body of death in which they
resided (v. 23 & 7:24). So...

IN SUMMARY…

As he spoke of in various other passages (e.g. 2 Cor. 3—5), Paul was encouraging
them in reference to their difficult time of transitioning from their old covenant mode
of existence to their new covenant mode of existence. They, being the chosen
generation to see the fulfill-ment of the prophecies concerning man's redemption,
were themselves, being transformed from one stage of glory (the Moses-stage) into
another stage of glory (the Christ-stage). So…

They should hang in there, for their transformation was about to culminate in its
finished product at the time of the harvest, resurrecting that old dead body into the
new living body.

© Tony Denton
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The one chapter in the Bible that sheds the most light on Revelation 17 is surely
Ezekiel 23. Ezekiel 23 is the foundational Biblical text from which Revelation 17 is
inspired as is made clear by the many parallels between both texts. However,
Ezekiel 23 is much more explicit and clearer. Thus Ezekiel 23 is like a key that
unlocks Revelation 17. In Ezekiel 23 Jerusalem and Samaria are sisters in a
marriage covenant with God. However, these sisters defile the sanctity of their
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marriage by prostituting themselves like the whore of Babylon with their male
lovers; Egypt, Assyria and Babylon. Did you catch that? Jerusalem had already
been accused of being the whore of Babylon in Ezekiel 23 referring to her
adulterous affair with ancient Babylon. Jerusalem is given this same label again in
Revelation 17.

Revelation 17 is a recapitulation of Ezekiel 23. In Revelation 17 Jerusalem is again
a prostitute and adulteress violating her marriage covenant with God. And just as
God gave Jerusalem and Samaria over to their male lovers to be left naked by acts
of war in Ezekiel 23, God does the same with Jerusalem, the whore of Babylon, in
Revelation 17:16: “The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute.
They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her
with fire.” Compare Revelation 17:16 with Ezekiel 23:29: “They [the Babylonians]
will leave you [Jerusalem] stark naked, and the shame of your prostitution will be
exposed.” And in Ezekiel 23:25 Jerusalem is “consumed with fire” just as she is in
Revelation 17:16. Furthermore, in Ezekiel 23 Jerusalem also drinks of a cup that
brings her ruin (Ezekiel 23:32-34) just as she does in Revelation 17:4-6; 18:20, 24.
And “blood is on their hands” (Ezekiel 23:37) just as is implied by the cup the whore
of Babylon drinks which is filled “with the blood of the saints” (Revelation 17:3-6).
Revelation 17 follows the precedence set in Ezekiel 23 in which Jerusalem
previously committed adultery with Babylon and was therefore attacked and left
naked in the sixth century B.C. by ancient Babylon. Just as is the case in Ezekiel
23 in which Jerusalem prostituted herself with Egypt, Assyria and Babylon, in
Revelation 17 Jerusalem again prostitutes herself and commits adultery against
God, her husband, with Babylon (we will address who Jerusalem’s first century
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NewCovenantNetwork.netlover is in a moment). Here we see that in Ezekiel 23 Jerusalem is accused of
being the whore of Babylon, is burned and left naked by her lover, has blood on her
hands and drinks a cup that brings her ruin—all these elements repeat in
Revelation 17 suggesting that Jerusalem is the whore of Babylon just as she was in
Ezekiel 23.

If Jerusalem is the whore of Babylon in Ezekiel 23 because Jerusalem prostituted
herself with ancient Babylon in the sixth century B.C., then what city is Jerusalem
prostituting herself to in Revelation 17? In other words, what city is the “new”
Babylon of Revelation 17 whom Jerusalem has a new affair with in the first
century? Babylon was a Jewish nickname for Rome at least as far back as the first
century B.C. as indicated in 1QpHab of the Dead Sea Scrolls (30-1 B.C.). We also
see this nickname for Rome carried into the first century in the Sibylline Oracles
5.143.i Additional evidence that Babylon is Rome will be addressed shortly. But
first, let’s look at the evidence that Jerusalem is the prostitute of Rome which
explains directly how she is given the name, the Whore of Babylon (Rome).

All the predictions concerning the fate of the Whore of Babylon in the Book of
Revelation were fulfilled in Jerusalem in the first century. How could this be if Rome
is Babylon? The confusion lies in the assumption that the beast and the whore of
Babylon are same. But in light of the clear adultery between cities in Ezekiel 23 for
which Revelation 17 models this seems unlikely. It becomes even more unlikely
when we examine Revelation 17 in detail. The beast is male (Revelation 17:9-11)
and the whore of Babylon is female (Revelation 17:3). The beast is Rome and the
Whore of Babylon is Jerusalem. Jerusalem (the whore of Babylon) is depicted
having sex with Rome (Babylon) when she sits on the beast in Revelation 17. Of, of
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course, can mean from but Jerusalem is not called the Whore of Babylon because
she is the whore from Babylon. Jerusalem is called the whore of Babylon because
she is Babylon’s whore. When John calls Jerusalem the Whore of Babylon, John is
accusing Jerusalem of being Rome’s prostitute.

Through this illicit sexual union, the two cities became one in the same way that
through the consummation of a marriage husband and wife become one: “For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one (Mark 10:6-9).”
Interestingly the same two-in-one composite unity is said to occur when a man has
relations with a whore: “[T]he one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with
her[.] For He says, “The two shall become one flesh (1 Corinthians 6:16).” In light of
1 Corinthians 6:16 it is through Jerusalem’s prostitution with Rome that both cities
became one flesh. The two having become one, Jerusalem and Rome are both
given the same symbolic name like a wife taking on the surname of her husband.
Thus Jerusalem, the whore or prostitute of Babylon, is also called Babylon, Rome’s
epithet, throughout the Apocalypse because these two cities became one flesh as a
result of Jerusalem’s prostitution.

Revelation 17 is poetry. When Jerusalem is called a whore and is depicted sitting
atop her lover the beast (the city of seven hills), this symbolism portrays Jerusalem
in the act of coitus with Rome which is why she is called the whore of Rome
(Babylon). This image is also meant as a derogatory epithet implying that she IS
Rome itself since “[T]he one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with
her[.]” (1 Corinthians 6:16) Thus through this implicit act of adultery the two cities
fused into one flesh in John’s vision.



The fact that the whore of Babylon is depicted sitting
on the seven-headed beast is sexual imagery.

Jerusalem’s adulterous affair with the beast is implied
in a few places in Revelation. First of all remember
that the beast is male (Revelation 17:9-11) and the
whore of Babylon is female (Revelation 17:3). The
fact that the beast and whore of Babylon are different
sexes is important because it is hard to imagine how
the whore of Babylon and the beast could both be
Rome when they are different sexes. The fact that this male and female pair have
committed adultery is implied in Revelation 17:4 where the woman holds “a golden
cup in her hand, filled with . . . the filth of her adulteries.” [Emphasis mine.] This cup
filled with her adulteries is shared with the beast. How do we know this? In
Revelation 14:8 the whore of Babylon shares her cup of adultery with “all the
nations”: “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great,’ which made all the nations drink the
maddening wine of her adulteries.” The same message is stated in Revelation
18:3: “For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries.” The
fact that the beast is “all the nations” that share in Jerusalem’s adultery is implied in
Revelation 17:3 where the whore is depicted sitting on the beast. Then in
Revelation 17:15 we learn that the prostitute sits on many waters which are “all the
nations”: “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are the peoples,
multitudes, nations and languages.” Here we see that the beast and the “waters”
are the same thing since the whore sits on both (Revelation 17:3, 15). Since the
“waters” are “the nations” (Revelation 17:15) this means that the beast is also “the



nations” that the whore of Babylon shared her cup of adultery with in Revelation
14:8 and 18:3. The fact that this female whore shares her cup of adulteries with the
male beast is another way of saying the male beast and female whore of Babylon
committed adultery with each other.

Many preterists who assert that Babylon is Jerusalem to the exclusion of Rome
having any role claim that Rome cannot be Babylon because Rome was never
married to God as was Jerusalem and Israel (Hosea 2:14-21, Jeremiah 2:2-3).
Those who make this argument fail to grasp Rome’s role in this sexual affair. Just
as Egypt, Assyria and Babylon were Jerusalem’s male lovers in Ezekiel 23, Rome
is Jerusalem’s new male lover in Revelation 17. Thus Rome and God are the males
in the relationship while Jerusalem is the unfaithful woman. Thus one would not
expect Rome to ever be married to God since Rome, the beast, is the male lover
that intrudes on God’s relationship with Jerusalem, His spiritual wife, just as Egypt,
Assyria and Babylon were the men who previously intruded on God’s marriage
covenant with Jerusalem in Ezekiel 23.

Because Jerusalem and Rome become one flesh, we see Babylon taking on the
unique characteristics of both cities throughout Revelation. This is why Revelation
17 so powerfully points to Jerusalem at times and Rome at other times. For
example, in Luke 13:33 Jesus declares, “[N]o prophet can die outside of Jerusalem
[emphasis mine]!” Revelation 18:24 reads, “In her [Babylon] was found the blood of
prophets and of the saints, and all who have been killed on the earth [emphasis
mine].” If Babylon is responsible for the deaths of the prophets then according to
Jesus, Babylon must be Jerusalem. However, we see Rome just as clearly in view
in Revelation 17:18: “The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings



of the earth.” Additional evidence that Rome is in view is also found in vs. 9-10:
“The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. They are also seven
kings.” Rome was founded by exactly seven kings--no more, no less--beginning
with Romulus (753 B.C.) and ending with Tarquinius Superbus (508 B.C.).ii And
Rome is famously known as the city of seven hills. The fact that Jerusalem and
Rome become one flesh and thus in essence become one unified entity in
Revelation 17 we can therefore see how both cities are so clearly and explicitly in
view. Thus Babylon is not Jerusalem or Rome, Babylon is Jerusalem and Rome
conjoined into one unified whole. The adulterous affair between Jerusalem and
Rome is the missing link that explains all the problem verses in Revelation 17 that
are not well-addressed if one assumes that Babylon is just one city or the other.

How exactly did Jerusalem commit adultery against God with Rome? Jerusalem
committed adultery against God by killing her God, Jesus, in favor of another man,
Caesar. In John 19:15, Jesus is brought before the Jews; and Pilate asks the
people, “Shall I crucify your king?” To which the chief priests respond, “We have no
king but Caesar.” In this verse the Jewish religious authorities, once in a marriage
covenant with their God according to Isaiah 54:5,iii are depicted killing Jesus
Christ--their God, king and husband--in favor of Caesar, the beast (Isaiah 54:5).
The fact that the Jews killed Jesus, their husband and king, in favor of Caesar is a
clear act of adultery against God with the beast (Rome). The fact that husband and
king are blended together is exemplified in Eve’s curse at the fall in Genesis 3:16:
“Yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”

In Revelation 17 Jerusalem, the whore of Babylon, is seen committing adultery
against her heavenly king and husband with the beast representing Caesar and



Rome. Though Rome and Jerusalem collaborated in the execution of Christ
according to the Gospels, this infidelity did not end with the death of Jesus. In
Revelation 17:6, the whore of Babylon, is also drunk with the blood of the saints.
Both cities also killed a great number of first century Christians shortly after Jesus’
death and resurrection.iv Thus Babylon, representing both Jerusalem and Rome,
was punished throughout the Book of Revelation for these crimes in fulfillment of
Revelation 18:20 and Revelation 18:24: “Rejoice over her, you heavens! Rejoice,
you people of God! Rejoice, apostles and prophets! For God has judged her with
the judgment she imposed on you.” (Revelation 18:20)

Just as ancient Babylon destroyed the earthly temple of God in Jerusalem, first-
century Jerusalem, in collusion with Rome, also destroyed the spiritual temple of
God. The spiritual temple of God is the Body of Christ which represents both Christ
and His people. In John 2:19- 21 Jesus refers to His body as a temple: “Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The saints are also called the
temple of God in 1 Corinthians 3:16: “Do you not know that you [the Christian
saints] are a temple of God . . .” Obeying the will of the religious elite of Jerusalem,
Rome enacted the execution of Jesus. Because Jerusalem killed the prophets in
the past and it was their will that Jesus should be killed, Jesus considered
Jerusalem primarily responsible for His death and the deaths of His people
(Matthew 23:34-37; 27:25; Luke 13:33). Shortly after Jesus’ crucifixion, Jerusalem
also persecuted the early Christian saints in her midst according to Acts 8:1 and
Acts 26:10. Here one can see how Jerusalem is called Babylon in the Book of
Revelation, in a large part, also because Jerusalem destroyed the spiritual temple
of God.



Rome also destroyed the spiritual temple of God during the Neronic persecution of
A.D. 64. Not only did Rome destroy the spiritual temple of God, Rome, like sixth-
century Babylon, also destroyed the physical temple of God. Like Babylon, Rome
also had a vast empire of which Israel was a province. In the sixth century B.C.,
Judea revolted against Babylon; and as a result, Jerusalem and its temple were
destroyed and many of the Jews were exiled. Rome is also called Babylon in the
Book of Revelation because Judea suffered the same fate under Rome in the first
century A.D. Judea, a Roman province, revolted against Rome in A.D. 66; and as a
result, Jerusalem was again destroyed along with its temple and the Jews were yet
again exiled throughout the empire. According to the Jewish historian Josephus,
the Temple was coincidentally destroyed by the Babylonians on the tenth day of Av
and by the Romans on the ninth of Av.v

In v. 5 Babylon is called “the mother of prostitutes.” Interestingly, this epithet is not
merely symbolic. According to the Midrash after the conquest of Jerusalem,
“Vespasian filled three ships with eminent men of Jerusalem to place them in
Roman brothels.”vi Interestingly, even the riff raff of Jerusalem, the Zealots,
dressed and acted like prostitutes during the war with Rome:

They [the Zealots] also devoured what spoils they had taken, together with their blood, and indulged
themselves in feminine wantonness, without any disturbance, till they were satiated therewith; while
they decked their hair, and put on women's garments, and were besmeared over with ointments; and
that they might appear very comely, they had paints under their eyes, and imitated not only the
ornaments, but also the lusts of women, and were guilty of such intolerable uncleanness, that they
invented unlawful pleasures of that sort. And thus did they roll themselves up and down the city, as in
a brothel-house, and defiled it entirely with their impure actions; nay, while their faces looked like the
faces of women, they killed with their right hands; and when their gait was effeminate, they presently
attacked men, and became warriors, and drew their swords from under their finely dyed cloaks, and
ran every body through whom they alighted upon. [emphasis mine].vii



In light of the above historical peculiarities it is not surprising that first-century
Jerusalem is called a whore in Revelation.

In Ezekiel 16 Jerusalem is depicted as an adulterous wife. This enrages the Lord
and in Ezekiel 16:38 He says, “I will sentence you [Jerusalem] to the punishment of
women who commit adultery[.]” According to the Law of Moses, the punishment for
adultery is stoning (John 8:4-5, Ezekiel 16:38-40). And burning is the prescribed
punishment for the daughter of a priest who is found to be a prostitute (Leviticus
21:9). Then in the remaining verses God makes good on His threat and delivers
sixth century B.C. Jerusalem into the hands of her lovers; Egypt, Assyria and
Babylon; who stone her and burn her with fire (Ezekiel 16:38-41)—the punishment
for adultery according to the Law. Not surprisingly, first-century Jerusalem caught in
the act of adultery with Rome, in Revelation 17 and suffers the same fate again.
Jerusalem was stoned in A.D. 70 by her lover, Rome, who hurled stones into the
city launched from Roman catapults (Revelation 16:21). And after being stoned by
Roman catapults, Jerusalem was then burned by the Romans in A.D. 70. Thus in
fulfillment of Ezekiel 16:38 first-century Jerusalem suffered from both punishments
for adultery prescribed by the Law of Moses—stoning (John 8:4-5, Ezekiel 16:38-
40) and burning (Leviticus 21:9).

Jerusalem’s adultery with Rome also sheds light on why Jerusalem has the mark of
the beast on her forehead: “The name written on her forehead was a mystery:
BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” (Revelation 17:5.) The fact that Jerusalem has
the “name of the beast” (Babylon the Great) on her “forehead” in Revelation 17:5
means that she has the mark of the beast. According to Revelation 13:16-17 the



mark of the beast is on the “forehead” and is “the name of the beast.” This mark is
the opposite of that mentioned in Revelation 14:1: “[A]nd before me was the Lamb .
. . and with him 144,000 who had His name and his Father’s name written on their
foreheads.” The saints have the “name” of their king on their “foreheads” because
they are one flesh with Christ (John 17:20-23) which is why they are called the
“body of Christ.” (Ephesians 5:23) The saints become one flesh with Christ through
the marriage between Christ and the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:2). The saints
are the New Jerusalem as they are also marked with the name of this city on their
foreheads: “I will write on them the name of God and the name of God’s city, the
New Jerusalem.” (Revelation 3:12) Through this marriage, the saints become one
flesh with Christ as a wife becomes one flesh with her husband. (Ephesians 5:31)
In the same way that the church becomes one flesh with Christ and is thus called
by Christ’s name (the Body of Christ) through marriage (Revelation 21:2), apostate
Jerusalem also became one flesh with Babylon (Caesar/Rome) and is called by
this name (Revelation 17:5) through adultery (1 Corinthians 6:16). And as the
saints are marked with the name of their true king (Rev 14:1) and the city of their
true citizenship regardless of where they live (Revelation 3:12), apostate Jerusalem
is also labeled with the name of her true king and his city, “BABYLON THE
GREAT,” in Revelation 17:5. Jerusalem’s true king is Caesar (the beast) according
to John 19:15: “We have no king but Caesar!”

The woman seated on seven heads and seven hills is political satire and a parody
of two very famous images of John’s time. We will only discuss the image of the
woman seated on seven hills in this article. (If you are interested in the image of the



woman who holds a cup seated atop a many-headed sea monster see
https://www.revelationrevolution.org/revelation-17- a-preterist-commentary/)

“IMP CASEAR VESPASIANVS AVG PM TP PP
COS III (Emperor Caesar Vespasian Augustus,
Pontifex Maximus [‘Greatest Priest,’ head of the
college of pontifices], Tribunica Potestas
[‘Tribunal Power’], Pater Patriae [‘Father of the

Fatherland’], Consul for the Third Time.”

At first glance it would appear that the woman seated on seven hills in Revelation
17:9 is the Goddess Roma who is famously portrayed seated on seven-hills in a
coin minted during Vespasian’s reign (A.D. 71) pictured above. It is believed that
this image of the Goddess Roma seated on seven hills in this coin is an artistic
depiction of a famous frieze or statue that is no longer extant.viii In Asia Minor
where John addressed Revelation, Caesar and Rome or Roma were worshiped
together in Temples of the Imperial Cult. In these Temples Roma was often
portrayed as the divine consort to the Imperial divus, divine Caesar. In other words,
Roma was the divine Caesars’ lawful wife just as Jerusalem/Israel was the lawful
consort or wife of God (Hosea 2:14-21, Jeremiah 2:2-3). Yet the woman seated on
the beast is said to commit adultery: “She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with
abominable things and the filth of her adulteries [emphasis mine].” (Revelation
17:4.) The fact that the Whore of Babylon commits adultery (Revelation 17:4)
implies that the woman seated on the beast is not Roma as Roma was supposed
to be Caesar’s lawful, divine wife. Furthermore, Roma is generally depicted like the
Goddess Athena as a masculine, victorious warrior woman often holding the



goddess Victory (As an intresting historical side note Queen Berenice’s name
literally means “victory.” Shortly we will discuss the human side of the Whore of
Babylon.) Well-illustrated in the coin above, this masculine warrior quality of Roma
stands in sharp contrast to the feminine whore of Babylon which seems to be a
more accurate depiction of Jerusalem. Jerusalem is often called an adulteress,
prostitute and whore while also being depicted as very beautiful and feminine
(Jeremiah 2:20; Isaiah1:21; Hosea 4:10) just as the whore of Babylon is described
in this chapter.

As stated above, the woman seated on seven hills is Jerusalem who having also
abandoned her spouse in this act of adultery (Revelation 17:4) lays with Caesar in
place of Roma, Caesar’s lawful wife. Both Jerusalem’s and Rome’s consorts were
gods. Jerusalem was married to YHWH and the deified Caesar, to Roma. But in
Revelation 17 Jerusalem is unlawfully consorting with Caesar in the place of a
scorned Roma and Caesar is adulterously consorting with Jerusalem in the place
of God, Jerusalem’s jealous husband.

This spiritual affair between Jerusalem and Rome seems also implied in the odd
similarity in topographical features shared by both cities. Jerusalem also sat on
seven hills according to Josephus: Zion, Moriah, Acra, Bezetha, Millo, Opel, and
the rocky hill upon which the Tower of Antonia stood.ix I believe this odd fact is a
divinely-ordained sign or omen prophetically pointing to this first-century spiritual
adultery between these two cities: [T]he one who joins himself to a prostitute is one
body with her[.] For He says, “The two shall become one flesh (1 Corinthians
6:16).” The fact that these two cities both “coincidentally” sat on seven hills implies
to me that God made this so, so as to prophetically symbolize the fact that both



cities had or would become one as a consequence of their spiritual adultery (1
Corinthians 6:16).

The Whore of Babylon is More than Just a City
The Whore of Babylon is more than just a city. In the same way that the beast,
representing Rome, is embodied by the Caesars and the woman clothed with the
sun in Revelation 12:1-2, representing Israel, is embodied by the Virgin Mary, the
whore of Babylon, representing Jerusalem during the Jewish War, is also embodied
by a real person. Who was this person? She appears to be the daughter of Herod
Agrippa I, the king of Judea and Samaria.x The firstborn princess of Israel, her
name is Queen Berenice.

The adulterous affair between the city of Jerusalem and Caesar depicted in
Revelation 17 was literally manifested in the flesh during Israel’s war with Rome by
an adulterous affair between two people--the firstborn prince of Rome, Caesar
Titus, and the firstborn princess of Israel, Queen Berenice.xi Caesar Titus, the
beast who once was, now is not, and yet will come mentioned later in this chapter,
was divorced when he committed adultery with Berenice.xii Berenice was also
divorced at the time. As stated in Luke 16:18, any sexual contact after divorce is
considered an act of adultery: “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another
woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits
adultery.”

This image of an adulterous Jerusalem sitting on the seven hills of Rome as if she
were Roma, the lawful wife of Caesar, is 2,000 year-old political satire. According to



Suetonius, Titus is said to have “nursed a notorious passion for Queen Berenice”
and even promised to marry her. And while in Rome, Queen Berenice is said to
have behaved “in every respect as if she were his [Titus] wife.” xiii Yet the Roman
mob so deeply disapproved of Caesar Titus’ union with a Jew, Queen Berenice,
that Titus ultimately felt compelled to send her away.xiv But Caesar Titus’ and
Queen Berenice’s ultimately failed desire to be married which would have put a
Jew in the place of Roma, Caesar’s divine lawful wife, is at least part of the human,
historical side of Revelation 17. Because this marriage never crystalized and was
adulterous at its start is partially why Jerusalem is depicted sitting on the Caesars
in the place of Roma. (Queen Berenice is a perfect embodiment of the Whore of
Babylon for many reasons most of which might seem unbelievable to those
unfamiliar with this historical figure. A detailed discussion of Berenice’s embodiment
of adulterous Jerusalem is beyond the scope of this article but is addressed in the
following link: https://www.revelationrevolution.org/revelation-17-a-preterist-
commentary/.)

Having addressed how Jerusalem became one flesh with Rome through adultery,
let us now take a closer look at v. 18: “The woman you saw is the great city that
rules over the kings of the earth.” Recall that Babylon is a term used to describe
both Jerusalem and Rome since these two cities became conjoined into one
through adultery. And that is likely true. This verse is, of course, a clear reference to
Rome. But let us now look at Jerusalem’s side of this prophecy.

It is well-known in preterist circles that throughout Revelation the earth is Israel as
is also illustrated in Acts 4:26-27. It seems that Revelation 17:18 is a satirical pun.
This verse seems to allude to Jerusalem’s failed imperial ambitions both in Queen



Berenice’s adulterous affair with Caesar Titus and Zealot-led Jerusalem’s desire to
overthrow Rome and establish a Messianic empire centered in Jerusalem. These
failed imperial ambitions resulted in the fulfillment of v. 18 somewhat humorously in
the most literal way possible—just not in the way the Jewish rebel leaders hoped.

Remember all of Revelation 17 is a parody about Jerusalem sitting in the place of
Roma by becoming one flesh with the beast through adultery (1 Corinthians 6:16).
In keeping with this theme we see Jerusalem referred to as “the great city that rules
over the kings of the earth,” another obvious allusion to Rome. Verse 18 is satire
echoing the apparent irony and satire of Revelation 18:7-8 (see
https://www.revelationrevolution.org/revelation-18-a-preterist commentary/).

We see this satire played out in the human side of v. 18 as well. Recall that Queen
Berenice, the human embodiment of adulterous Jerusalem, had an adulterous
affair with Caesar Titus. What were her intentions? To become queen of Rome, of
course! In Revelation 17 we see Berenice in this role as a parody of her failed
imperial ambitions. We see the same failed imperial ambitions made a mockery of
in Revelation 17 in Jerusalem, the city Berenice embodies.

Josephus tells us that Judaea declared war on Rome because “about that time”
“one from their country should become governor of the habitable earth”: “But now,
what did most to elevate them in undertaking this war, was an ambiguous oracle
that was also found in their sacred writings, how, ‘about that time, one from their
country should become governor of the habitable earth.’"xv The fact that the whore
of Babylon is said to rule over the kings of the earth appears to also be a satirical
jab at the Jewish rebel leadership’s failed imperial ambitions to supplant Rome, the



city that truly ruled over the kings of the earth.xvi However, things did not work out
the way the Jewish rebel leaders hoped.

Revelation 17:18 most literally reads, “And the woman whom you saw is the great
city having a kingdom over the kings of the earth.” [Emphasis mine.] As a
consequence of Jerusalem’s defeat at the hands of the beast predicted in v. 16; the
kings of the earth, i.e. the ten zealot leaders of the Jewish Revolt; were all stripped
of their authority with most ending up dead and buried underground. Here we can
see Jerusalem, the great city, literally “having a kingdom over the kings of the
earth” just not in the way Zealot-led Israel had hoped with these kings of the earth
no longer ruling over Babylon but rather lying dead under Babylon. That having
been said it is interesting to note that this is not the only way these Zealot leaders
ended up underground at the fall of Jerusalem.

This verse is also fulfilled in the ironic way in which the Jewish War ended. John
and Simon, the two remaining zealot leaders of the Jewish revolt, fled to
underground caverns under Jerusalem to avoid capture after Jerusalem fell in
fulfillment of Revelation 6:15:

Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else,
both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. They called to the
mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and
from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can withstand it
[emphasis mine]?”

No longer ruling over their kingdom, these aspiring Messiahs’, having been stripped
of power, were literally under their kingdom as they hid away in caves under the
earth.xvii In fact, when Simon bar Giora, one of the last Zealots leaders, was finally



discovered by the Roman army at the fall of Jerusalem he arose out of the ground
dressed as a Judaean king at the spot where the Temple once stood.xviii In this
ironic fate we see Jerusalem literally “having a kingdom over” this rebel leader and
aspiring Messiah rather than the other way around.

Revelation 17 is a parody of the famous image of Roma seated on seven hills in
which Jerusalem sits in the place of Roma illustrating Jerusalem’s adulterous affair
with Caesar. This satirical image of Jerusalem prostituting herself with Caesar, the
beast, is history repeating itself. Revelation 17 is Ezekiel 23 all over again. Just as
Jerusalem drank a cup that brought her ruin, prostituted herself with Babylon and
was later destroyed by Babylon in the sixth century B.C. in Ezekiel 23, the same
occurs again in Revelation 17 with Babylon now being a first-century Jewish
nickname for Rome. Thus as is the case in Ezekiel 23, Jerusalem is again the
Whore of Babylon who drinks a cup that brings her ruin and is later destroyed by
her lover. Through this adulterous affair Jerusalem becomes one flesh with Rome
(1 Corinthians 6:16) and takes on name the name of her lover, Babylon, like a wife
taking the name of her husband. Through this adulterous affair we see Jerusalem
and Rome becoming one flesh and thus taking on the combined, unique attributes
of both cities throughout Revelation.

Footnotes

i G.K. Beale, The Book of Revelation: A Commentary on the Greek Text, (Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 2013), 18-19; Don K. Preston, Who is This Babylon?,
(Ardmore, OK: JaDon Management
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ii Romans suffered greatly during the reign of these 7 autocrats causing Rome to
become a republic in 509 B.C.
Rome reverted back to autocratic rule in 44 B.C. when Julius Caesar declared
himself emperor for life and was
assassinated soon after. The seven-headed beast in Revelation symbolizes Rome
and it’s return to autocracy
beginning with Julius Caesar.
iii See also Jeremiah 3:8 and Ezekiel 16:32.
iv Acts 8:1. Rome killed Christians during the Neronic persecution.
vJosephus The Wars of the Jews 6.4.5.
vi Midrash Rabbah Lamentations 1.45.
vii Josephus The Wars of the Jews 4.9.10.
viii C.C. Vermeule, Goddess Roma, 41, cited in Ralph P. Martin and Lynn Allan
Losie, gen. eds., Word Biblical
Commentary, vol. 52C, Revelation 17-22, by David E. Aune (Nashville: Thomas
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ix Josephus The Wars of the Jews 5.5.8 cited in Milton S. Terry, Biblical
Apocalyptics: A Study of the Most Notable
Revelations of God and of Christ, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1988), 431.
xJosephus Antiquities of the Jews 19.5.1.
xi Though Titus was Vespasian’s firstborn son, Titus had an elder sister who died
shortly after birth (Suetonius Lives
of the Twelve Caesars 10.5).
xii Suetonius The Lives of the Twelve Caesars 11.4.



2023 Publication Volume 1 Issue 1

©Fulfilled Media
Exciting Eschatology™

xiii Suetonius The Lives of the Twelve Caesars 11.7; Cassius Dio Roman History
66.15. .
xiv Suetonius The Lives of the Twelve Caesars 11.7; Cassius Dio Roman History
66.15.
xv Josephus The Wars of the Jews 6.5.4.
xvi Jerusalem’s rebellion is complimentary to Jerusalem’s role as a prostitute and
adulterer. After all the adulteress
generally wishes to take the place of the wife. Here we see Jerusalem through her
rebellion (A.D. 66-74) trying to
take the place of Rome as ruler of the kings of the earth. If satirical, v. 18 would
then mirror Revelation 18:7: “In
her heart she boasts, ‘I sit enthroned as queen. I am not a widow; I will never
mourn.”
xvii Josephus The Wars of the Jews 6.9.4, 7.2.2.
xviii Josephus The Wars of the Jews 7.2.2, cited in Paul L. Maier, Josephus: The
Essential Writings, (Grand Rapids:
Kregel, 1988), 370–371.

© Daniel Morais



Connect With Us

Facebook
 facebook.com/groups/204032893052224

Let Us Know How We're Doing.
Go to Preterist Voice at FB

Be A Yearly
Partner
Could You Help
For 1 Year?
My aim is to always
keep my expenses low in all the
Fulfilled Media websites. But when on

Preterist Voice Magazine
What Others Are Saying

Preterist Voice March, 2023 Issue

Don K. Preston
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Smith describes himself as a former long time church of Christ minister. His
studies, he says in his book, Broken Promises, convinced him that Christ
undeniable taught that he was coming back in the first century, to put an end time
and to destroy the material creation. He, and his apostles, who repeated his
teaching, was undeniably wrong. Time did not end. Jesus did not come out of
heaven as a physical man, riding on literal clouds. Thus, Jesus was not and is not
the Son of God, and he and his apostles are to be viewed as, at best, deluded, and
at worst, liars, but in all cases unworthy of our admiration and devotion. Needless
to say, I reject and deny all of these skeptical claims.

Now, it was my desire to debate the subject of Mr. Smith’s book, since the very
foundation of his book is his claim that Jesus lied and failed. But Mr. Smith refused
to agree to debate the content of his book, insisting instead that the topic of the
debate be “Preterism Fails.” From a technical point of view this a poorly crafted
proposition, but, it is the only one that Mr. Smith was willing to affirm. Since I
wanted the debate to take place, I have accepted the proposition.

So, put April 12, 2023 on your calendar, and be looking forward to this debate! It
promises to be lively and informative!! Specific air times will be announced as we
get closer to the time.
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